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buen made to him by the Hon, Mr. Stone
and the Hon. Mr. Parker. If the hon.
gentleman wishes a direct Opposition to
arige in this House he is going the right
way to force it. We are asking for
not,h.mg unreasonable; we are not pro-

posing to throw the Bill out, or to block -

it, but we desire to obtain further infor-
mation. When I agreed to the second
reading of the Bill T @id so on the
assurance that the hon, the Minister

would never offer any objection to giving |

us a little time in which to consider the
details.

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom) : I think hon. mem.
bers will give me credit for being reason-
able and courteous, and for respecting
" their wishes. I feel certain that the Hon.
Mr. Parker will admit that on no oceasion
has be had cause to complain of the way
in which I have treated him. On this
occasion I have felt that he has not been
acting from his own point of view in
requesting an adjournment. There are
some members who persistently block
everything, and I do not see why the
majority should be coerced by a small
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, purposcly neglected to lay them on the
tab e, but it is certainly open to remark
tha.t. there may be some object for keep-
ing them back. The hon. gentleman
i says these Estimates have been dealt
. with in the Press. I do not say that
everything is untrue which appears in
the papers, but I expect, when I am
asked to discuss inatters, that all the
mformation shall he furnished to me
here. T understand the hon. gentleman
i has now no further objection to post-
| poning the consideration of the Bill, and
I T therefore move that progress be re-
| ported.
. Motion put and passed.
« Progress reported.

 ADJOURNMENT.
The House, at 930 o'clock, p.m., ad-

journed until Wednesday, October 14th,
1896, at 4-30 o’clock, p.m.

minority. It has been asked that the -
Estimates should be laid on the table. -

They have been before the colony for
some time, and have heen dealt with
most comprehensively by the Press. T

have no desire, however, to run counter

to the wishes of hon. members, and if it
is their wish to adjourn I shall offer no
further objection.

Tue Hon. S. H PARKER: I might |
say that the hon. the Minister is eorrect

when he states that I am not following |
exactly my own views in the present
My views are even stronger |

instance.
than those I have expressed. I think
this Bill should be referred to a select
committee, and evidence taken on all the
items; but, in deference to the wishes of
other hon. members, I have adopted the
more modified couvrse. When I spoke
on the second reading of the Bill, I
mentioned that we could not properly
consider 1t without the Estimates of
revenue and expenditure; and there is
no reason why they should not be laid
upon the table. Indeed, under Section 16
of the Audit Act, a statutory duty is
imposed upon the Government to lay
those Estimates before both Houses. I
do not suggest that the Government have

Legrsluttve Rssembly,
Tuesday, 15th Oectober, 1896.

I Great Southern Roilway Purclhose Bill: first reading—
, Messnge Asgsent to Bills—ILoans Consclidntion Bill :
in committee; third reading—Apnunl Estimates:
Public Works, further considered, and Estimates
concluded—Mlines Regulation Act Amendment Bill:
first rending— Bnstardy Laws Act Amendmment Bili:
fieat read.lng—Brldges over Railway : Report of
Joint Select Committes—Cue-Nnnnine ilway
Rill: in committee; third resding—Ferth Race-
course Raiiway Bill: in committee—Industrial Stn-
tistics Bill: second reading—Jury Act Amendment
Bili: second reading—Public Henlth Act Amend-
ment Bill: gecond rending—Dlotions: Leave of
Absence—Adjournment.

Tae SPEAKER took the chair at
430 o’elock, p.m.

PRAYERS.

GREAT SOUTHERN RAILWAY
PURCHASE BILL.
Introduced by the PrEMIER, without
notice (the Standing Orders being sus-
pended). He said the Bill was merely
' for carrying out, the intention which had
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been already approved by the House. Tt
gave authority to purcbase the Great
Southern Railway, and the lands of the
Conpany ; and it particularly gave aathor-
ity to issue inseribed stock in payment
for the property, and provided for other
important matters. He moved the first
reading.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a first time.

MESSAGE-—ABSENT TO BILLS.

The following Message from His Ex-
cellency the Governor was read :—

“ 3ERARD SMITH,
“ Governor. ‘
“The Governor has the honour to in-
“form the honourable the Legislative
“ Assembly that he has this day assented,
“in Her Majesty’s name, to the under-
* mentioned Bills :—

“u. *An Act for the Purchase, Erlen-
“sion, and Manugement of the
« Mefropolitan Water Works.”

‘An Act to apply out of the Con-
“ solidated Revenue Fund, and from
““ moneys to credit of Loan Accounts,
“the sum of Three Hundred and
“ Fifty Thousand Pounds to the
“service of the Yeur ending 30th
 June, 1897

“An Act to further amend the Con-
“ stitulion Act, 1889, and to amend
“the Constitution. Act Amendment
Act, 1893

‘“ Government House, Perth, -
«8th October, 1896.”

g

11 3'

LOANS CONSOLIDATION BILI.
IN COMMITTEE.

Clauses agreed to without debate.

First Schedule—agreed to.

Second Schedule :

Mz. ILLINGWORTH, referring to
the item * Railway from 3¥Mullewa to
Murchison Goldfield,” asked how it was
that a large surplus remained unexpended,
as shown in this schedule.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said this was the amount to the eredit of
that railway account on the 30th June
last, as rendered from the London office
of the Agent General.  Accounts of loan
expenditure kept at the London office,
and forwarded to this colony. would

[ASSEMBLY ]

Annual Estimates.

1 bring the ezpenditure for the year
probably only to the end of May, and
{ 1t could not be brought up to the
close of the financial year without using
the cable for the purpose, and that
| had not been the practice hitherto. As
several months had now elapsed since
June, there would he other charges
debited to this account, and these would
alter the balance considerably. The hon,
member might rest assured that the
amount shown in the schedule was the
balance to the credit of the account, so
far as it was made up in the London
office, about a month prior te the close of
the financial year.

Mgr. ILLINGWORTH said bhe bad
asked the question only for the purpose
of clearing up adoubt, and for the infor-
mation of his constituents, who were
interested in this railway. He had
Lhought there must be some explanation
of this kind, and that was why he had
asked the question.

Schedule put and passed.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported, without amendment.

Report, adopted.

THIRD READING.

Bill read a third time, and transmitted
to the Legislative Council.

ANNTUAL ESTIMATES.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

The Estimates of this department were
further considered.

Public Works, £486,240 5s. 8d.:

Mr. R. F. SHOLL, referring to item
262, “Railway, York to Greenhills (exclu-
sive of rolling stock), probable cost
£30,000," asked whether the Govern-
ment: had obtained any statistics to show
that this railway was likely to pay,
directly or indirectly; also showing the
amount of land under cultivation to be
served by the railway, the amount of
agricultural land in the vieinity, the
estimated cost of working this railway,
and the amount of traffic likely to be
carried. Tt was generally acknowledged
that agricultural railways, as a rule, did
not payv. He was informed that, as a
rule, the produce put on an agricultural
railway in the course of a year could be
brought. to market in about three weeks;
therefore, in the case of this railway he
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did not think it would take even three
weeks tu bring down ull the produce that
was likely to be available.

Mgr. A. ForrEest said there was a large
population cut there.

Mr. R. F. SHOLL said be believed the
hon. member bad a large arca of land out
there.

Mr. A. Forresr said he had sowme
land about 30 miles further.

Mz. R. F. SHOLL said the House
should bhe warned by the experience of
Victoria as to the dangerous results of
building agricultural railways, for in
that colony there was o deficit of nearly
half a million of money annually in the
working of the ruilways, and the agricul-
- tural railways there had been blamed for
that deficit. [Mr. Georee: No; it was
log-rolling.}] Victoria was suddled with
an annual deficit of something like half a
million, through the making of agricul-
tural railways. In West Australia, where
the Government seemed to be going mad,
they had brought in loans and revenie
expenditure for public works amounting
to 72 millions, this session.

Tae Premier: Why not put on an-
other half million, instead of saying 737

Mz. R. F. SHOLL said what was half
a million of money, in these times? The
Estimates showed that the Government
were simply going mad—they were
carried away with the exuberance of
their own prosperity.

Tue CoummissioNkr oF Crown Lanps:
Why not say, “with the exuberance of
their own verbosity 7

Me. B. F. SHOLL said there was an
item i the Estimates of £20,000 fora
ball-room.
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collected, because this was only a short
line of some 15 miles, and the country
through which it was to rmn was well
known to most members of this House.
The land was occupied and improved,
and there was a considerable population
at Greenhills. The land was excellent
in quality, and produced large crops.
He was not prepared to subscribe to the
doctrine that agricultural railways would
not pay. His idea was that, if they were
built economically and worked economic-
ally, they wonld be the greatest blessing
to the agricultural population in various
districts of the colony. It was all vory
well for the hon. member, who seemed
to be enamoured now with the gold-
fields - -and -gold- production: to - say
agricultural railways would not pay,
and to altogether ignove the agri-
cultural intercsts of the colony ; but he
(the Premier) would like to ask what
had induced the Parlinment of this
country, many vears ago, to build a rail-
way to York, at u time when the Great
Southern Rzulwa.y had not been thought
of, and the Beverley district was not
settled 7 Tt was to encourage the agri-
cultural population, and to develop the
interests of the colony. In various parts
of this colony where railways had heen
built, and it was so all over the world
where railways existed, these railways
were undertakeu simply to cocourage the
agricultural population, and to develop
the lands of the country. 1f the hon.
member’s doctrine wag to have any foree
in this colony, the only railways to be
built would he those connecting two
towns, so that people there might wse

~ the lines for pleasure or business, and

Tae PrEmMigr: We have not come to -

that, vet.

Me. B. F. SHOLL said it was in the
Estimates, and it was another instance
of the lunucy of the Government.

M=r. GeoreE: Loan-acy.

Me. R. F. SHOLL asked whether the

Government could give any information -

as to the prospects of this railway, when
made ?

Tag PREMIER said he would be glad -
to give the hon. member any information !

he could. He was not prepared with the
statistics asked for with regard to the

there was to be no effort to make the
country productive, nor to supply facili-
ties for bringing agricultural products to
market. The hon. member had said the

_ Greenhills people had only a little produce

amount of traffic, but he could state the .

cost.

He might say, generally, that the .

to put on the railway once a vear, and
that it could he brought down in u few
days; but he (the Premier) would say
this was not a proper description of an
agricultural distriet. Had the peaple in
an agricultural district no need to travel
from one place to another, and was the
bringing down of produce for a few days
in the year to be the only use made of an
agricultural railway ¥ Had people in an
agricnltnml district nothing to send to

information now asked for had not heen ; market but corn—had they uo hay; had
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they no stock? [Mr. R. F. Suoir: No
eorn.] His (the Premier's) idea was that
the farmers had to send various kinds of
produce to market all the year round,
just the same as a gold mine would have
something to send, and farmers had
probably a great deal more to send.
The member for the Gascoyne talked
about a fit of lunacy having come over
the Governmeni; but what would the
hon. member do? Would he sit down
and do nothing? That was about it;
but that was not the idea of the Govern-
ment, even if the hon. nember described
their railway proposals as “fits of lunacy.”
The Government wanted to go ahead;
they wanted to try to do justice to every
patt of the colony, and to the agricultural
interest as well as to every other interest;
and they could not make a better begin-
ning than in boilding railways through
agricultural districts. The Greenhills
distriet had a large farming population
and plenty of good land, which had
produced and would produce an immense
quantity of hay and corn. The proposed
lme was only a short one, and no agri-
cultural districts were better entitled to
railways than the distriets from York to
Greenhills and Northam to Quelquelling,
the survey for the latter line being also
provided for on the Bstimates. He hoped
the committee would pass the Green-
hills line, which would not cost more
than £30,000, exclusive of rolling stock.
They ought not to come to the conclusion
that lines running through fertile agri-
cultural districts would not pay; but if
such railways would not pay, then, when
that was proved, there would be a good
reagon why rilways should not be made
through inferior land.

Mz. A. FORREST said very few people
knew the Greenhills district better than
he did, as he was formerly stationed there
many years as a surveyor; and he knew
the proposed line would ‘be the means of
opening ap a large tract of richland, and
of serving the interests of a large number
of people who were tilling the soil, and
who comprised some of the best farmers
in the colony. This line should have
been undertaken years ago, when the
York railway wuas built. He hoped the
line would be continued until it joined
the Southern Cross to Coolgardie railway.
Without this line, the Greenhills district
could not compete with other districts
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which had means of easy access to
market, because the growers bad to cart
their produce 15 to 25 miles to the nearest
railway station. There was also a large
quantity of land opeun for selection in the
district. The line had his support, and
so would every branch line that would
be a feeder to the main lines.

Mr. MONGER said he believed that if
the Government never showed greater
signs of lunacy than in proposing to
make a railway to Greenhills, they would
always have a strong majority in that
House.

Mr. TrrineworTu : They have that,
anyhow.

Mr. MONGER said several hundreds
of settlers were living in the Greenhills
district, and there were thousands of
acres of good agrieultural land. When
it was remembered how many thousands
of pounds were annually sent out of
Western Australia for foodstufis now
imported, the cost of this railway would
be only a trile compared with the good
it would do in enabling the farmers of
Grreenhills to help the colony in providing
for its own requirements. The hon.
member’s remark that the harvests of the
district could be carried to market in
three weeks showed he wae talking about
a portion of the colony he had never
seen ; but if the hon. member would
accept an invitation to go and see
the crops of the district, even in the
present adverse season, the worst ex.
perienced since 1880, he would have
evidence which would entirely counteract
his present opinion. The fact was that
the district of which Greenhills formed
a part did probably send more stock
to market than the big area of Northern
country which the member for the Gas-
coyne had the honour to represent
in this House, which suffered at times
from droughts, and which in a dry seu-
son produced nothing at all.  No matter
how bad the season might be, the Green-
hills district always had some produce to
send to market; and its people, who had
done so much for the colony in its time of
adversity, should not be denied a railway
in this period of prosperity, especially as
the Premier had pointed out that the
work would not cost more than £30,000.

; He (Mr. Monger) would be the last to

disparage the goldfields, but if the mines
should not always prove to be as pros-
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perous us they were to-day, it would be
the resident agricultural class in the
colony whe would have to meet the rax-
ation upen the loans of the colony.

Mr. Loron: They would be smothered.

Mz. MONGER hoped that, while so
bruch attention was being given to the
development of the goldfields, at the sane
time it would be recogniged that the pro-
ducers in the farming districts were given
al least some small consideration, and that
they would be given railway communica-
tion to a market. It was well for the culti-
vators that every member in this House
was oot like the member for the Gascoyne,
who had never risked anything in farm.
ing, and probably never would. [TrE
Prestter: He wag farming once.] He

waus surprised, thut being the case, that -

the hon. member did not show some con-
sideration for the farmers; but he (Mr.
Monger) hoped the Government would
carry the Greenhills line, in spite of the
hon. member's opposition.

Mr. CLARKSON said that while lines
to agricultural districts could not be
expected to pay directly, they would do
so wdirectly by the good they did to the
volony. No ¢lass was more deserving of
encouragement than the agricaltural
class, and no country could prosper
unless those who were living upon the
land were prospering. It was highly
important to give facilities of transit to
those who were raising foodstuffs.

Mr. InnivgworTa: When is the New-
castle line going to pay?

Mr. CLARKSON said he did not know,

but he could say the member for the -

(rascoyne was wrong in stating that the
harvest of an agricultural district would
give employment to a railway for only
three weeks in a year.
to get trucks for that period on his own
account.

Me. RANDELL said he would have
given a more hearty support to this line
if it had been proposed to connect it with
the Southern Cross to Coolgardie line;
but, at the saine time, he would not be an
advocate for trying to make a railway to
every farmer's door. It was inferesting
to compare the evidence that was given
before the Commission appointed to
inquire into the settlement of the lands of
the colony, and of which the member for
Wellington was chairman, with the state-
ments of witnesses before the select com-
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wittee which sat at a later peried to
consider the best starting point for
the railway to Southern Cross. Mr.
H. Peuny deposed, before the Agri-
cultural Commission, that he did not
know, within a circle of 20 miles, of u
place where inore than 100 acres in one
block of good land could be got in the
Greenhills district, although there was
plenty of second-class grazing country,
He had also said it would be of far
greater benefit to the farmers of Green.
hills if they were given access to the
market of the goldfields for their
produce, by carrying the proposed line on

. to the Southern Cross Railway, ruther

than by stopping u branch line after it
had gone a few miles, und thus compel-
ling the local producers to send their
stutt to Perth or Fremantle,

Tue Premiek: It is #better market
than Yilgam.

Me. RANDELL knew there was evi-
dence before the Railway Committee, of
which he was a member, that there was
i considerable ares of good land beyond
Greenhills in the direction of the Green-
hills line; but, for reasons other than
those affecting the opening up of agricul-
tural areas, the committee recommended
the Northam route for the railway to
Southern Cross, and that route was
adopted. He was in favour of develop-
ing the produaring resources of the colony

. by making lines to agricultural centres.

but would like to have further accurate

" and dectailed information as to the extent,

and resources of the Greenhills district.
He would, however, support this item.
Mz, GEORGE suid the item shonld
state that the line to which it referred
should connect with the Yilgarn Railway.
The Premier was in error in saying the
metropolitan market was a better one for
the growers at Greenhills than thut of
the goldfields. The farmers, in sending

. their erops to Perth, had to compete with

imported produce without the incidental
protection which the railway freight
between Perth and Greenhills would give
to Bastern farmers if the line to Green-
hills connected with the Yilgarn Railway.
He was speaking particularly of the
chaff required to feed horses on gold-
fields. [Tre Premier: What about
wheat ?} There could be no doubt as
to which was the better market. He
wus better informed on this matter than
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the Premier. While the House was
in a complacent himmour, he would sug-
gest thut the Premier should alter the
item so as to provide for carrying on this
branch line to gonnect with the Southern
Cross Railway., He hoped that pro-
vision would be nade for rolling stock.
Mz. R. F. SHOLL said he was glad
to have ruised a discussion on this mat.ter
and now that he had “woke up,” as the
Premier said, perhaps it would be found
he was not in favour of nmking all the
goldfields lines that were proposed,
although he had been told he was solici-
tous Onl}‘ for the interests of the gold-
fields. He was in favour of railways
only where they would pay, and were
demanded in the mterests of the colony
as a whole. Here was a line proposed,
and the Premier was not prepared to
supply any information that would justify
the committee in voting the cost of its
construction. They were only playing at
legislation. Before the committee were
asked to pass the item, the Government
should have been prepared to show that
the line was justified, and would not be
a burden on the colony. At the present
prices of agricultural produce, the farmers
of Greenhills pught, to be able to profit-
ubly cart their crops into York, a distance
of only 14 or 15 miles. In the carly days
of the colony, the York farmers used to
cart their harvests 70 or 80 miles to
Perth, and were able to respectably rear
and educate their families, The proposed
line was only a sop to York, because the
Government felt that an injustice had
been done to York in not starting the
Southern Cross line from that town. If
it were determined to make the line, he
hoped the quality of the land beyond
Greeuhﬂls would justify the Government
iu extending the line further than the com-
mittee were now asked to do, because it
was had policy to make short branch lines.
The member for Toodyay was unfortunate
in intervening in this debate, because the
only agriculturul railway in the colony
was the branch to Newcastle; and it was
a fact that although Newcastle was one
of the oldest towns in the colony, and had
a right to be counected by railway with
the goldfields, yet the Newcastle branch
had never paid the working expenses.
The district had been in existence thirty
or forty vears before the railway was
built, and was fairly well settled, vet the
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Clackline branch did not pay working
expenses. The fact was that short agri-
cultural branches would not pay. It
might pay to extend the York-to-Green-
hills line by connecting with the Southern
Cross railway; and even if this branch
Jine did not pay when so connected, it
would still be o great advantage to the
colony. by offering an ulternative route.
The member for York had spoken abont
the number of stock sent to market from
Greenhills, but he (Mr. Sholly yuestioned
whether such u great number of stock was
reared there. He doubted whether many
sheep were produced at  Greenhills,
because it was not a sheep country. The
population of the district did net, he
supposed, number more than 120 bread.
winners, and such a small number of
people could not send many sheep to
market. It would not take many engines
to bring down all the live stock from
that neighbeurhood, and it was ridiculous
to compare the Greenhills from a pastoral
point of view, with the Guscovne district.

Mr. Moxcer: The Greenhills prople
are prospercus, anyhow.

Mg. R. F. SHOLL said the Gascoyue
prople were very isolated, and had to
drive their stock hundreds of miles to
port, and then had to take whatever
price it would fetch in Perth. He was
glad, however, to learn that the Green-
hills people were prosperous, for it
showed they could do very well without a
railway. He would like to have some
statistics, some exact information, from
the Government in justification of the
item; and if all members of the House .
were of his way of thinking, they would
refnse to pass any item without full
mformation. As #o the remark of the
Premier that he (Mr. Sholl}) was in
favour of huilding railways to the gold-
fields, the Premier would find, before the
session was over, that he was not iIn
favour of every goldfields line that wuas
proposed.

M=z A. FORREST said he would like
to inform hon. members, und especially
the member for Perth, that when the
Agricnltural Commission was sitting it
was the general impression throughout
the Fastern Districts that oaly a certain
class of land was fit for agriculture, and
that the salmon-gum country was not sunit-
able for agriculture ; but now this salmon-
gum country was reckoned the best land,
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and it had consequently been brought
under cultivation. If Me. Penny, who
was an expert farmer, were asked about
the matter now. he would explain that
there was u great deal more of good lund

in the Greeahills district than the old -
That was the

settlers had supposed.
view of evervone who knew the country
between Beverley and Newcastle. At the
time that he (Mr. Forrest}) was located
in the Greenhills district, no one applied
for the salmon-gum land, as it was con-
gidered useless; hut now it was fenced
and ring.barked, and was being culti-
vated.

Mr. MORAN said that in 1893 he
passed through the Greenhills district on
his way to.the goldfields, and he formed
the opinion then that it wus, without
exception, the best he had seen in West.
ern Australia. He then saw two harge
farms under wheat, and he took the
trouble to pull some and send it to the
Eastern colonies, to newspapers for
which he was then a vorrespondent, as a
sample of what could be grown in West-
eri Australia. Tt was a good season, no
doubt, but it looked splendid, and all the
people who passed it cousidered it anwongst
the finest agrienltural land in Australia.
He wished to suy, as a goldfields member,
that there ought to be no distinction
made between the goldfields districts und
the agricultural districts. He represented
the largest number of goldfields people,
and he bad fearlessly, on every public
oceasion, declared he would support any
measure of utility to the agrienltural
- districts. He represented 30,000 people on
the goldfields, and on their behalf he would
say it was to their advantage that the
agricultural districts should have every
facility, and should %e enabled to
develop rapidly. He was inclined to
agtee with what the mewmber for Perth
had said about the line being continned
through Greenhills to the Southern Cross
Railway. The Premier hud said the
goldfields were not as gond a market as
Perth and Fremantle; but he (Bir.
Moran) was inclined to think they pro-
vided a better market than Perth and
Fremantle, and, at any rate, there was
more ready eash on the goldfields than
in these towns. The Premier had re-
ferred to producing cornin the Greenhills
district; but the corn could ceome to
York, and the chaff could go straight to
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the goldfields. The country was able to
produce plenty of corn and plenty of
timber, and there were hundreds of
thousands of acres of land that would grow
all the cereals required by the people.
He believed the average return of wheat
in Western Australia was higher than in
South Australis, the so-called granary of
Australia. [Mg. Simpson: The yield is
double.] He did not know whether the
vield per acre here was double the
average yvield in South Australia, but he
was safe in saying it was a bigger yield.
He had much pleasure in supporting the
item for building a railway to a distriet
which he considered. the hest for agricul-
ture in Western Australia, and he hoped
5001t see. this line linked to the Yilgarn
line.

Ttem passed.

Me. K. F. SHOLL, veferring to item
263, « Miscellaneous survevs, £1,000,”
asked for information as to how this
sum was made up. What was the object
in bringing the item in at all, since the
Government spent thousands of pounds
every year on surveys without any
aathority from Parliament.

Tue PREMIER said the Government
did unt like to spend money without
anthority, if they could belp it. The
amount for the surveys of railways was
provided in the Loan Bill, and tlus item
of £1.000 was meant to cover various
surveys that might arise.

Mzr. R. F. SHOLL said he supposed
they would get particulars of surveys
made in the past vear, without authority,
18 months hence, when the Excess Bill
was introduced.

Mr. GEORGE supported.the objection
that the House should not be asked to
consider items, unless information was
supplied with regard to them. He sup-
posed they would discover that this item
of £1,000 would he made the justification
for spending £15,000 or £20,000.

Tue PREMTER said the hon. member
could find out where the various surveys
were provided for, if be looked at the
Estimates. On the Estimates there were
set out items for the cost of the surveys
on several of the important works pro-
posed by the Governinent. In addition
to those special items, the Government
had thought it well to have £1,000 on
the HEstimates for miscellanecus sur-
veys,
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Tor CHATRMAN said w good deal of ;

discussion had taken place with regard
to Items 262 and 263, and vet with regard
to neither had any amendment been pro-
posed. He had been wrong in allowing
these discussions to take place. Mem-
bers should recollect that they should not
do more, with regard to any item, than
ask a guestion, unless they wished to
propose the striking of it out or the
reduction of the amount. There could
be no more discussion on the item men-
tiocned Ly the member for the Gascoyne,
without some proposition being before
the House.

Mz. R. F. SHOLL suid the ruling of
the Chairman was nost extraordinary,
but he did not question it. He had only
asked for information.

Tee CHATRMAN suid it was proper
to ask for mformation, but the hon.
member had gone beyond that by dis-
cussing the propriety of passing the item.
There wust be some proposition, before
the discussion could proceed.

Mz. R. F. SHOLL suaid he did not
abject to the item, “Miscellaneous Sur-
veys;” bat, to place himself in order, he
would move that the item be reduced by
one penny.

Tee Premize: You cannot do it.

Mr. R. F. SHOLL said if he could
not reduce 1t by one penny, he would
move to reduce it by one hundred
pounds. He therefore moved that the
amount of the item, * Miscellaneous Sur-
veys, £1,000,” be reduced by £100; and
did so in order to call attention to the
following item, * Additional improve-
ments to opened railways,” which showed
an excess of -£53,194, There should be
some explanation of that unauthorised
expenditure. He also noticed that the
Government had spent, without suthority,
£1,813 on boilding a branch line to the
Canning racecourse, which was private
property.

Tug CHATRMAN said the member
for the Gascoyne was not in order in
moving the reduction of the amount for
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miscellaneous services, in order to discuss .

the past expenditure on “* Additional im.
provements to opened vailways,”™ that
heing a different item.
reduce must not be made a cloak for
talking about something else.  The matter
referred to by the member for the
Gascoyne could Le dealt with when the

A motion to | down 150 or 200 feet.

Public Works.

Excess Bill was ntroduced, or he could
give notice of a motion,

Mr. B. F. SHOLL said he did not
wish to dispute the ruling of the Chair-
man in the slightest degree, but would
like hon. members to look at the itemn to
which he had referred.

Tae PREMIER suid that the House
had been told all about, these matters on
a previous ovcasion.

Amendment put and negatived, and
the item passed.

Mz. GEORGE said the sum of £2,300,
opposite the item “Tramway, Perth to
Sewage Farm,” had been omitted for this
year ; and why had this been done?

Tue COMMISSIONER OF RATL-
WAYS said this money had been pro-
vided for in another part of the Esti-
mates.

Mr. GEORGE, ou behalf of the
member for West Perth, asked why the
amounts of past expenditure hud not been
put opposite the items under * Goldficlds
Water Supply Brancly, £59,000.”

Tae CHAIRMAN said the member
would find the information on page 79.

Mr. GEORGE said the information
shonld be supplied in its proper place,
under this heading.

Mr. MORAN sald he scarcely cared ta
criticise these items, for the reuson that
the Director of Works was so ready on
all oceasions to do what he ‘could in re-
gard to the water supply on the gold-
fields. He asked whether the Director
was aware that in many of the centres
where trial bores were going down, it
would be necessary to put down shafts to
supply salt water. The House had passed
u vote of two and w half millions for
supplving water to the goldfields, but
that water supply would not affect the
outside districts. 'The Director of Works
had never refused a request for helping
the outside districts to get water; and he
(Mr. Moran) now called attention to
the fact that water shafts were required
at the 25-Mile, at Clement’s, at Bala-
gundi, and at other outlying centres. All
that the people wanted was salt water,
and they wounld condense it themselves,
These watur shatts were required to be put
The shatt sunk
at Coolgardie in the early days, which
supplied 9,000 gallons of water daily to the

. people of Coolgardie, and kept them wo-

iy through a dry season, wis an object
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lesson of which advauntage should be
taken. While mentioning this matter,
and he knew it would receive the atten-
tion of the Director of Public Works, he
thought this £30,000 on the Estimates,
if judiciously expended, wonld et the
case of these outlying districts.

TvE Direcror or PupLic Works:
There is also £200,000 on the Loan
BEstimatus, for water supply on the gold-
fields,

Mr. MORAN said seme of the pro-
posed big dams had not been earried ont,
particularly the oneat Kurnalpi. A great
deal of satisfaction had been expressed on
the fields at the way the Water Depart-
ment attended to the requirements of the

. people ag regards water, and he felt sure |

the outlying districts would receive uften-
tion during ihe snmmmer months. The
House would remember that when the
Coolgardie Water Supply Loan Bill was
being considered. the Premier promised
that, the minor schemes should also receive
attention.  The big scheme would supply
the chief centres, but the outside districts
would still bave to depend on the old
methods for obtaining water.

Tre DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS said the hon. member would
recollect that in any instance where he had
brought a want of this kind under notice,
the Government had done all they could
in the circumstances. The question of
water supply for outside places on the
goldfields was receiving attention, and in
any instance where a suitable place for
putting down a water shaft could he
shown, that work would he attended toat
once. A sum of £30,000 was on the
Estimates for that purpose, and £200,000
was on the Loan Estimates for the de-
velopment of goldfields, which would
include water supply.

Mr. MOEAN acknowledged that what
the Minister had stated as to complying
with requests promptly was true; and
when he had made such a request, even
by telegraph, 1t bad been promptly
attended to.

Item passed.

Mr. R. F. SHOLL, referring to items
272 to 275, inclusive, relating to the
supply of water to towns, said that in the
Loan Bill which bad been passed for this
purpese there was an item of £100,000
for supplying water to towns. Therefore
wlere was the necessity for this item on

13 Ocroser, 1896.]

Public Works. 1019
the Estimutes? Was it proposed to re-
pay some of the loan expenditure with
this money ?

Tae PREMIER said these items were
intended to carry out works -that were
coutemplated or in progress. With re-
ference to this itemn of £100,000, it was
particularly designed for the operation of
that Bill. It was proposed that, in the
event of any lorality wishing to have
waterworks constructed and applying to
the Government for the purpose, the
Government would first satisty them-
sclves that there was o likelihood of the
particular service being o pavable one;
and, that being so, they would carry out
the works, although this House would
bave an opportunity of approving or vot
of the proposed expunditure in every such
case. The items in these Estimates were
for currying out works that were in
existence, such as the Fremantle water
supply, for which the Government were
gutting rates, which made the service pay
very well, and there were other places,
such as the water supply ut Carnarvon,
which required further expenditure.

Me. R F. SHOLL said the water
supply at Carnarven wus not good, that
the pipes were old aud unsuitable, and
that the water was useful only for such
purposes ng washing.

Ttem passed.

Mr. HIGHAM, referring to item 274,
“ Reservoir on Monument Hill, Fremantle,
£5,000." protested aguainst the employ-
ment of vonvict labour outside the walls
of the prison, because the prisoners would
be better kept inside the walls, and there
wus little or no economy in employing
them outside. This work might have
been done more economically and to
better purpose by contract, or even by
day labour. He objected generally to
the employment of prisoners about the
town of Fremantle, and hoped the Go-
vernment would sec fit to keep them
within the prison.

Mz. SOLOMON. in support of the
objection, said this was not the only
instance in which prison labour was
employed in Fremantle. He believed
prisoners were also employed in building
cottages.

Tue PREMIER said the coitage re-
ferred to was, he helieved,a prison warder’s
cottage.

Vote put und passed.
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Public Buiddings — Arclatectural Divi- | he meant what he said, and that when he

sion, £483,924 .

Mr. SIMPSON, referring to item 1,
“@Government Architect, £700," asked
whether the Director of Public Works
could give further information as to the
reorganisation which he had promised to
carry outb in this branch.  An assurance
given in this House might allay agitation
in the winds of the public, and satisfy
hon. members.

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS said he had understood, on a
previous evening, that the House had
accepted his assurance that the Govern-
ment intended to reorganise this branch
of the service. As to the increase in
salary from £600 to £700 a vear for the
Grovernment Architect, it did not follow
that the increase would be paid to the
gentleman hitherto filling the position.
The reason why £700 was provided on
the Estimates for this year wag that it
was uncertain what would yet be done
with reference to the present holder of
the office; but, if hon. members would
allow matters to rest for u time, that
ecourse would best strengthen his (the
Director’s} hands. He did intend to
reorganise this branch, but was not able
to say at present exactly what would be
done, and he could not go further nto
detail on this occasion.

Me. ILLINGWORTH suid the House
would De quite ready to accept the
assurance of the Minister, but the House
wanted to have a distinet understanding
that, by allowing the matter to vest, it
should not mean that it would drift on
for a year or two. If the question was
to Le shirked and shelved, this House
and the country would not be prepared
to aceept & continuance of that state of
things. But if the House, by allowing
the matter to rest now, would thereby
assist the Minister in what he intended
to do, the House would feel every
sympathy with the Minister in the cir-
cumstances. Still, there should be a dis-
tinct assurance that something would be
done in the matter. The grievance in
reference to this office had come to the
last stage for the public wind to endure.

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS said he had made o promise the
ather evening that this branch should be
reorganised, and he hoped the House
would give him sufficient credit to believe

gave a promise he would carry it out.
He could not take up the matter just yet,
as there were other affairs engaging his
attention; but he had called for all the
papers in regard to this branch of the
department, and would deal with them
immediately after the close of the session.
Hon. members might be assured that,
before many weeks were over, the matter
would be finally dealt with.

Mr. GEORGE said he must certainly
move, as an amendment, that this item be
reduced by £100.

Tee PREMIER asked the hon. mem-
ber not to do thai, as the full amount
might be wanted.

Mr. GEORGE said his reason for
moving this amendment was not with
any intention to embarrass the Govern-
ment. or interfere with the diserction of
the Director of Public Works, but it was
time that this House, by reducing the
salary, should mark definitely in the
“ Hansard " record of its proceedings that
it would not permit the trade-union prin-

¢iple to come in, in connection with the

heads of departments; for it was no
argument to say that because the salary
of the head of one department had been
raised to & certain amocunt, therefore the
salary of this gentleman, as the head of
the architectural branch, should also be
raised to the same amount.

MRr. Smmpson said the principle was
also incorrect.

Me. GEORGE said that after the
facts brought forward the other evening
by the member for Geraldton in reference
to public buildings in various parts of
the colony, and the manner in which
public money had been wasted on them,
the least that the Heuse could do now
was to say they would not permit this
increase in the salary, because if they did
so it would give a refutation to the
charges that were made, and would
practically  stultify the House. The
Minister’s hands would be strengthened
rather than otherwise by the reduction
now proposed, on the ground that the
gentlenan holding the office was not fit
to continuein it. He (Mr. George) could
not permit this item to pass without enter-
ing a very strong protest; and for that
reason he had moved the reduction of the
salary. Tt might be argued that it was
not intended to give this gentleman this
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increase of salary ; butif the House once
passed the salary at £700 for the vear,
that amount of salury would have to be
paid to the holder of the office, so long as
the Government kept him in that posi-
tion. The House having fixed the salary
for the year, that amount would have to
be paid. If it was intended to place
some other person in the position of
Government Architect, he might be
worth more, and it would be easy to pay
him more by exercising that discretion
which the Government did when neces-
sary, by putting the difference in the
Excess Bill. He was sorry the Govern-
ment did not exercise that discretion as
often as they might du, for there were
men in the same department, and even
in the architectural branch, who were
worth more than they were receiving.

Me. VENN pointed out that theve was
no separate salary voted in last year's
Estimates for the Government Architect,
the salary being voted to the Assistant
Engineer-in-Chief, who, of course, was
the same person in this case. It did not
follow that if the Government appointed
another Government Architect, he would
have to be paid the full amount of £700
if voted by the House for the year. They
might get one for less, or they might
have to pay more in making a fresh
appointment.

Toe PREMIER said there appeared
to bea little error in reference to Lhis item.
The salary voted last year was for the
Assistant Engineer-in-Chief; but know-
ingit was the same person, the framers of
the Estimates had placed the salary of
£L700 opposite the official title of
Government Architect. In regard to
the amount of salary voted by the House,
and the absolute necessity for paying
that amount, there was no rule which
entitled a servant to receive the full
amount of the vote. The rule was that
the passing of the Estimates did not give
any servant a right to be paid the salary
which bad been voted by the House,
unless that amount of salary was ap-
proved by the Governor. It some.-
times happened that an officer was paid
less than the full amount voted. That
was particularly the case in a new
appointment. If a new Government
Architect were appointed, he could not
claim the full amount of £700 merely
hecause it had been voted on the Esti-
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mates. He believed it had been laid
down that the Estimates were no
authority for the expenditure of money,
except under the G-poveruor’s warrant;
and the Governor was authorised to
appropriate, by warrants, the amounts
voted in the Estimates; but if he did not
approve of any amount so voted, it was
not appropriated and was not paid.
When these Estimates were framed,
the intention was to give to the Govern-
ment Architect this ncrease of £100,
making the salary £700 for the year;
and if he remained in that position,

the intention was to pay him that
salary. The awmount was not high for

the duties and respongibilities of that
immense branch, but was a very small
sim for the duties, There seemed to be
a feeling in the House that some re-
organisation was necessary in this branch,
and on that point he had said all he
meant to say on a previous evening. It
was not necessary to strike out this
amount for the purpose of expressing the
fueling of the House, because that feeling
was sufficiently evident.

Mr. Groree said some feeling had
been expressed last year, but the Govern-
ment did not take notice of it.

Tue PREMIER said the expression
last year was not so strong as on the
present occasion. He thought that a
salary higher than £700 would have to
be paid for an efficient architect, if a new
appomtment had to be made. There
were difficulties in the way of reorganising
this branch; and an officer who had a
freehold in the service, after being in it
many years, had to be dealf with in an
equitable and proper way. He asked the
House to leave the matter as it was, for
there was no good reason for reducing
the amount of salary. As to doing it by
way of protest, the Governmeni did not
wanut that, as they bad heard sufficient to
realise the feeling of hon. members.

Mr. SIMPSON said he had no wish to
hinder the Minister in his efforts to
reorganise his department ; but the
Government had admitted all that had
been said by way of complaint against
this officer on a previous evening, and yet
the House was now asked to vote an
increase of salary to the Government
Architect—an absolutely ridiculous posi-
tion to take up. He kuew, and chal-
lenged contradiction of the statement,
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that to-day thousands of pounds were |

heing wasted in this branch of the ser-
vice, apd yet this House was asked to
confirm the position of the Govermment
Architect by granting an increase of
salary. Il was no pleasure, but a public
duty, to speak of this officer, whom they
allknew. The House wanted an absolute
agsurance from the (Government that this
increase in the salary should not be
endorsed. The state of things that had
been going on for years made the country
very angry. There had been statements
made in the House from time to time,
even by Government supporters as well
as by members on the other side, of a
very damaging nature, and yet these
statements had been treated in a per-
functory way. There ought to be a dis-
tinet and positive assurance given to the
House. He believed a conclusion had

heen come to by the Government, and if.

50, why not state it, and satisfy members
in the House and the people in the
country that this failure m administra-
tion was to be remedied? From infor-
mation given to him. he believed a
determination had been come to; and
why not say so?

Tre PrEmier: You will not take an
assurance. -

Me. SIMPSON : Give us an assurance
that has something in it.

Mg. MORAN said he knew more about,
this matter than any member of the
House, and his knowledge was of such a
kind that, if any other hon. member had
it, that member wonld not care to run
the risk of coming back to this House
after the general election. without taking
some decisive step in this matter. before
the close of the present session. He felt
he would be cowardly and failing in his
duty if. for any personal or private
consideration he remained silent, and
allowed this state of things to go on. He
sympathised with the Minister in charge
of the department, for it was an un-
pleasant duty which had been thrust
upon him soon after his appointment,
and when he had other duties to perform
that were equal to more than those of
the other departments altogether. Two
members of the Government had admitted
that this gentleman was incompetent to
do the work. He (Mr. Moran) had had
twelve months of close and unpleasant
experience of the manner in which this
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gentleman administered  affairs in con-

. nection with the contract for a building

erected not twenty yards from this
Chamber; and that building was a disgrace
to thedesigner, and was to-day amonument
of unsafety. The contractor who put up
that building had been irretrievably
ruined by that architect and his satellites,
and the contractor could get no satisfac-
tion. The public buildings of this colony
were a disgrace from an architectural
point of view. He (Mr. Moran) had not
wearied hou. members by stating what
he knew about this branch of the service.
but the time had arrived when some
definite steps should be taken for effecting
w change, and the House ought not to
be asked for another hundred a year to
increase the salary of the Government
Architect. It was at his (Mr. Movan’s)
suggestion, he helieved, that an assistant
architect having Australian experience
gshould be obtamed; but whether that
had been done, and whether he had been
obtained and was o success, he (Mr.
Moran) did not know. It was not
reasouable to ask the House to vote an
increase of salary for a gentleman who,
in his opinion, was not competent to fill
the position, and his buildings showed it.
That gentleman had lalely been connected
with a public scandal, the particulars of
which he (Mr. Moran) knew; and it was
an iniquitous transaction, in which money
had passed. The contractor in that case
had no option left hut to give money, and
he (Mr. Moran) drew the cheques for

‘him; but he must say he thought the

contractor was a fool to pay the money.
If the Minister had his way, he (Mr.
Moran) believed that a definite coorse
would be taken.

Mz, SOLOMON said it did seem to
be an anomaly that the House should le
asked to vole an increase of a hundred
pounds, in the circumstances. A post
office built at Beaconsfield, Fremantle,
was a small building, which had scarcely
been up before the chimney fell down.

Mr. CLARKSON said secrious com-
plaints had been made against this officer,
and he could mention one or two himself,
if necessary—[Me. ILLingworTH: So
could everybody else]—but the House
might be content with the assurance of
the Director of Public Works, that this
state of things was not to last. After

_ that assurance, he was satisfied the present
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verupint of the office would not fill it
long.

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS said he wanted the House to
understand the members were pressing
for what he was not able to give at pre-
sent. They should either believe what he
had stated in promising to reorganise
this branch of the service, or they should
believe he did not intend to reorganise it.
He hoped the the salary would be left as
it stood on the Estimates, and not be re-
duced, hecanuse to reduce it might cause
difficulties.  Whether the gentleman who
now filled the position would continue to
do so or not, the House should trust him
(the Minister) to deal with the matter.
It would strengthen his hunds afterwards
in getting someone else, if necessary, by
leaving the item as it stood; and if
someone else were put in the position, it
might be necessary te ask for a larger
sum. Whether the present oceupant of
the office would continue in the position
remained to be seen. A man who had
heen in the serviece 13 years, and had
done good work af different tines—
although he might at other times have
got into difficulties and relaxed his
attention to the duties—was still an old
servant who, as Dmsiness men would
understand, should be trented in a
reasonable manner, and should not be
abruptly told that he was no longer
requred. There were ways of letting a
man down, as hon. members would know;
and that was what he was working for.
He thought hon. members would be
satisfied with the way in which he
intended to reorganise this branch of the
service. If he were to speak out to-
night, he might give more information
as to what was intended to be done; but
there were remsons why he did not wish
to do so at present. If members would
leave the matter to him, he would deal
with the faets fairly.

At 630 p.m. the CHarrmar left the
chair.

At 730 p.m. the CHATRMAN resumed
the chair.

Me. GEORGE satd he was sure the
Director of Public Works would reform
the Architect’s branch of the department ;
but it was ncumbent on the committee
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to enter an unmistakable protest against
any further dilly-dallying. Last year,
wlen it wus stated that the cost of the
Architect's branch amounted to 9 per
cent. of the value of the works executed,
there was such a feeling of indignation in
the House that the statement was altered
a night or two afterwards, and it was then
said the cost was not more than 41 per
cent.. though he (Mr. George) did not
suppose anyone believed that statement.
Although the member for Toodyay had
snid the item under discussion was a paltry
one, no item wos paltry that represented
woney improperly spent, nor should the
position of any public officer be a freehold
in the civil service. There was no doubt
that if the Government Architect was
not removed during the recess, a very
strong effort would be wmade to remove
him next session.

Mr. CLARKSON said that the com-
mittee had heard enough of the item. It
was not British fair-play to strike a man
when he was down, and the Government
Architect was very much down at present.
The committee might rest content with
the promise of the Director of Public
Woarks that an investigation would be
made, and such measures taken as the
cise might require.

Mr. A. FORREST said that, no matter
who might ocenpy the position of Govern-
ment Architect, he would require a salary
of at least. £700 per annum, and there-
fore the item might stand.

Mr. R. F. SHOLL said that while it
was proposed to give the Government
Architect £700 per annum, the Under
Treasurer received only £650 perannum.
The Government pught to consider the old
officers of the colony. The Government
Architect had been almost hounded down,
and he {Mr. Sholl) was not prepared to
vote for the reduction of the item.

Motion for reduction put and neg-
atived.

Item passed,

Mgr. GEORGE moved that the item,
“ @overnment  Electrician, £350," be
struck out. He would be glad to hear
what that officer bad done for his £7 a
week during the last twelve mouths.
Last year a lame explanation was given
in answer to this question. As far as he
(Mr. George) knew, the only thing the
Electrician had done was to invent an
extra hole in a piece of iron, which no
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doubt was a very useful thing, but hardly
sufficient to entitle the officer to this
salary. Had any useful work been found
for him to do?

Tae DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS said the question now raised
had been before the Legislative Assembly
year after year, and it had been the sub-
ject of an enquiry made by himself
shortly after he took office. Tt had been
intended that Mr. W. J. Hancock, the
officer in question, should take a position
under the Postmaster General 1n con-
nection with the telegraph instruction
branch; but the installation of the
electric light having been required in a
number of public buildings, including the
Observatory and Government House, it
had been decided to retain Mr. Hancock’s
services in connection with the Works
Department. Some exception might be
taken to Mr. Hancoek’s method of con-
ducting business, but there could be no
doubt of his professional qualifications,
although these had been questioned in
some quatters.  There was sufficient
evidence as to Mr. Hancock’'s ability in a
letter which had been received from Mr.
W. H. Preece, Consulting Engineer to
the Government, dated from ILondon
on the 18th April. 1894, as tollows :—

Sig,—Having had my atteation drawn, by
Australian papers and by a private letter from
Mr. W.J. Hancock, to the fact that he is or
has been the object of attack in the press om
account of certain action in regard to the
supply of telegraph material, I think that ig
may help to preveat the West Australian
Government from forming an unjust opinion
of that officer if, as your consulting engineer
in England, I submit a short comrnunication
upon the matters referved to. The cowplaint
appears to be principally based wpon the fact
that Mr. Hancock recommended the use of
pole brackets of his own design, in which he
had a pecuniary interest. This latter fact, of
which I was not aware, will doubtless not
weigh prejudicially, inasmuch as Mr. Han-
cock appears to have made it quite clear to
the Government before any orders were
placed. As regards the value of the device, it
really considerably simplifies stock and con-
struction transactions, by combining two parts,
brackets and stalk, in one, and by its use I find
that so far about £100 has heen saved the
Government. It is really a very good thing,
and it is apparently appreciated hy the depart-
ment, inasmuch as, in spite of Mr. Hancock’s
transfer to other duties, it is still being used.
It surprises me to learn that exception is
also taken to other items of construction
material provided for by Mr. Hancock. On his
visit to this country, he went carefully into
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all details of construction practice, both here
and in the other colonies, so far as I conld
advise him. He also explained to me fully
the West Australian conditions; and I must
say that his grasp of the subject and his
discrimination so much impressed me that [
cannot but feel that the Australian Govern-
ment can scarcely hope to get a more efficiont
officer. I hope that, if you are good enough to
forward this communication, the Hon. the
Premier will give it his favourable considera-
tion—I am, ete. (Signed) W. H. PrEECE.

Asg the electrican counected with the Rail-
way Department would have as much as
be could do in installing the electric light,
and the erection of telepbones, Mr.
Hancock was wanted in the TPublic
Works Department,

Mz. SIMPSON said Mr. Hancock was
one of those officers who had been much
improved by the valuable criticism of
the Legislative Assembly, and it was to
be hoped the member for the Murray
would withdraw his motion. Would the
Director of Public Works lay upon the
table of the House the papers prepared by
this officer upon the Wheatstone tele-
graphic instrument, which was capable
of enabling an operator to send 400 in-
stead of 30 words per minute, and which
would therefore greatly add to the
resources of the Telegraph Department ?
The instrument had proved of great value
elsewhere, and it would save the duplica-
tion of many of the lines of the colony.

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS suid he bad not seen the papers
referred to by the member for Geraldion,
but would make enguiry and lay them
on the table of the House. There was
no doubt that when the time cae to intro-
duce the Wheatstone instrument into this
colony, it would be found very useful;
but there were some objections to 1ts use,
which accounted for its not having been
introduced earlier.

Mr. GEORGE said Mr. Hancock had
prepared an indent of the plant required
for the lighting of the Perth Station,
which the electrician of the Railway
Department, had had to alter from top

to bottom. He would, however, with-
draw the motion to strike out the
item.

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC

WORKS said he was glad the wember
for the Murray had referred to this
matter, because it showed how a man
might be blamed for a matter for which
he was not responsible, and thereby suffer
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great injustice. The fact was that, with
a view to saving money, he (the Minister)
bad hoped that the one plant would be
sufficient to light the station and the
observatory ; but, on investigation, it
appeared that the Observatory could he
more cheaply illuminated by the Electric
Lighting Company of Perth, and there-
fore the indents had been altered to
comply with this change in the arrange-
ments. For this alteration Mr. Hancock
wis in o way responsible.

Mr. R. F. SHOLL said he was
surprised to find there were two
electricians in the service of the Govern-
nient, cunnected with the Railway and the
Public Works Departments ; but no one
could say that Mr. Hancock was not a,
- qualified electrician. )

Motion, to strike out the item, with-
drawn, and the item passed.

Me. GEORGE said he did not wish to
refer to any particular item, but only to
point ont that the Government were
employing educated and professional
gentlemen at salaries no higher than the
wages paid to labourers in Perth. For
mstance, fifth-class draftsmen received
£156 10s. per annum, which was equiva-
lent to about 10s. per day; and fourth-
cluss draftsmen got £180. A salary such
as that was a beggarly pittance for a man
in such a position, especially in Perth,
where & four-roomed house would cost
30s. or 35s. u week, a loaf of bread cost
43d., and other things in proportion.
Perhaps some of the mistakes and
instances of waste in the Architectural
branch came from employing men who
were underpaid. If a man were paid a
miserable salary, he was not goiug to
give his best services in return.

Mr. MORAN, referring to the item,
*Chief Assistant Architect, £500,” said
that a year ago it was decided a principal
assistant should be got to assist the
Government Architect, as it was under-
stood the Architect had so wany other
duties to attend to he could not attend
properly to the Architectural branch. It
was decided to employ someone with
Australian experience, and it appeared
that a gentleman had been appointed to
the position, yet the salary for the office
appeared on the provisional salary list,
It appeared to him (Mr. Moran) that
this salary should be on the permanent
list, as this onght to be a permanent
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billet, seeing that so large a salary as
£500 was attached to it.

Tee DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS said a gentleman had been
appeinted temporarily to fill the position
of Principal Assistant Architect, and had
taken up the position some months ago.
As the reorganisation of the Architect's
branch was a matter he had asked the
House to leave in his hands, be had also
to ask the House to leave this item to be
dealt with by him. He was willing to
auswer any question on the subject.

Mr. MORAN said the salury ought
not to be on the provisional list, but on
the permanent vne.

Tae DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS said he did not intend to make
any alieration ab present in this appoint-
ment. When he dealt with the re-
organisation of this branch, it would
be time ¢nough to determiune the position
this officer should occupy, whether on
the provisional or the permanent list.

Mz. RANDELL smd officers were
generally appointed on the provisional
hist ut first, in order that they might
prove their capabilities. The member
for the Murray had referred to the small
salaries the members of the staff in this
department received, and he believed that
inany memmbers of the Archrtectural branch
were qualified to discharge the duties of
an architect. Some of them. in the
colonies and elsewhere, had had con.
siderable esperience in thuir profession,
When, therefore, the Director of Works
was re-organising the department, it was
to be hoped the salaries would receive
consideration.

Me. R. F. SHOLL said he agreed
that appeintments, at first, should be to
the provisional list, in order that an
officer shauld prove his ability before
being permanently employed. With
regard to these officers being underpaid
as architects, many of them were very
young, and they were not worked hard.
If they were not satisfied with the salary,
they could get plenty of employment out.
side the Government service. The time
had come when the pension system should
be done away with, and no one entering
the service in future should be entitled to
a pension. The only advantage to an
officer in heing on the permanent list was
that, after five years' service, he would
receive a pension if his services were
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dispensed with. Ay time went onand all
the loan money was spent, and when the
colony could borrow no more and retrench-
ment became necessary, all the officers
whose services were dispensed with would
be entitled to pensions for life.

M=r. A. FORREST said he was entirely
at vartance with the wmember for the
(Gascoyne on the question of pensions,
If & man served his country well, he
shouid be entitled to o pension after
being in the service a certain number of
years. As to the references to the small
salaries paid to the officers in the drafting
department, he might. point out that the
fourth and fitth class draftsmen were
young men lewning their profession,
and they would have opportunitics, if
they remained in the service, of rising to
the higher grades. Members might
fairly leave this question to the Director
of Works, and next year they wounld he
able to criticise what he had done.

Mr. MORAN said the member for the
(tascoyne had been barking up the
wrong tree. All that he (Mr. Moran)
had referred to was the absurdity of
having asalary of £500 op the provisional
list. This salary ought to be on the
permanent lisk, and the appoivtment of
the person to fill the position might he
femporary.

Ttem passed.

Me. SOLOMON, referring to the itemn,
“ Fremantle public mortuary, £1,000,”
asked where this Duilding was to be
erected.

Tue DIRECTOR said the site for the
mortuary had not yet been chosen.

Me. B. F. SHOLL said it scemed to
him o very elaborate building was to be
crected, as 1t was to cost £1,000.

Item passed.

Me. GEORGE, referring to the item,
“Tranatic Asylumn, £5,000,” said this
amount was the first instalment for a
building that was to cost £55,000, and
it was desirable they should have some
information regarding it. He would like
to know where the building was to be
crected, and whether the plans were to
be prepared by some person having had
experience of that class of work. Tt was
too much to ask any Government
Architect to prepare plans for a lupatic
asylum, without the assistance of archi-
tects who had had experience in designing
such buildings. Tn the old country it
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wits found that lunatic asylums reguired
to be speciully designed; and, ab any
rate, such a building should not be put
in the hands of architects who could
huild & school without providing accom-
modasion for the children, or a post
office without letter boxes, and who had
prepared remarkable sets of plans for the
Mint.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH said he had
last year asked the Government to con-
sider whether the Asylum should be
erected on the barrack or the cottage
system. He now asked whether the
CGrovernment, had come to any decision on
that point. After considerable investiga-
tion, he had come to the conclusion that
the cottage system was infinitely superior
to the barrack system. He would hke to
have an assurance that the Goveroment
had made the necessary enguiries, and
that they had come to a decision on this
point.

Tur DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS said a committee had been
uppuinted to select the site, and was now
engaged on that work.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH :
committee P

Tuwe DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS said the members of the com-
mittee were well qualified to select a
site for the asylum. 'The Government
favoured the cottage system, and it would
probably be adopted.

Mr. GEORGE asked if the Govern-
ment had collected information as to
which was the best system, and had
obtained advice as to the style of building.

Tae DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS suid the Government had ob-
tained information both as to the style of
building and the system to be adopted.

Ttem passed.

Me. HIGHAM, referring to the item,
“ Premantle water-side police barracks,
additions £1,200,” said it seemed a
mistake to make additions to such a pre.
Adamite building, instead of erecting a
new building.

Tur DIRECTOR suid that the ques-
tion of erecting a new building instead of
adding to the old one would be con.
sidered.

Ttem passed.

Mg. GEORGE, referring to the item,
“ Perth centrul police station, £5.000,”
asked where the building was to be put.

Who are the
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Tue DIRECTOR said the new police
harracks were to be placed on the north
side of Beaufort Street bridge, hetween
James Street und Roe Strect.

Item passed.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH, referring to the
item, “ Government House ball-room and
additions, £5,000,” said the total cost of
this ball-roomn was to be £20,000, and
he thought it wasteful and extrava-
gant expenditure. This Assembiy had
been accustomed to a good deal of
expenditure of late, but neither the
Assembly nor the country was prepared
to expend £20,000 on the erection of a
ball-room, which at the most could he
used only about four evenings in the year.
Whatever might be said, this ball-room
was simply for the convenience of a few
persons, a very limited number indeed ;
and for all the purposes for which snuch a
room was required, there were public
buildings encugh in Perth which could
be secured for these few special occasions.
There was any quantity of work needing
to be done in the country, of a necessary
character, without spending £20,000 in
building o ball-room. Another objection
was that to build a ball-room at a cost of
£20,000 would so completely shame
Governmmnent House as to involve the
eipenditure of £100,000 more in building
a new house in keeping with the ball-
room. The utility of this kind of expendi-
ture was a moot question, and the coun-
try was not justificd in going to the
expense of £20,000 in present circum-
stances for this purpose, when so wmany
other public works were in hand or were
needed throughout the country. Such
an expenditure would not be wise, and he
theretore moved that the item be struck
out.

Tre PREMIER said he hoped the
committee would not agree to ihe
striking out of the item. Tast year this
Assembly voted £3,000 for additions to
Government House, and the vote now
before the Assembly included that £3,000,
which had not been expended. He recog-
nised that the sum of £20,000 seemed
large; but Government House should be
improved so as to be in keeping with the
circumstances of the colony. The ball-
room at Government House should be in
proportion to the main building. It had
heen admitted by this Assembly, in a
previous session, that something should
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be done in the direction of improving
Government Houge and adding to its
accommodation; but, with the amount
placed at the disposal of the Treasury
last year, it was considered not possible
to do anything that would be a credit to
the colony. It wus not only a ball-rcom
that was necessary, hut a reception room
and additional bedrooms were required.
Anyone who had been in Government
House must recognise that the place was
altogether too small for the present con-
dition of the coleny. That House was
not even suitable in its present condition
for a large family, and there were no
spare rooms. The Governor could not
ask more than two persons at one time
to stay with him, as there was only one
spare bedroom in the House. The
accommodation for servants also was
inadequate, and the Government were
bound at once to give increased accommo-
dation to the domestics. The present
uccommodation for domestics was not
only inadequate, but it was not suitable.
Government House was built thirty years
ago, on & good plan. Tt was an imposing
building, externally, and would suffice
for many years as the Governor's
resideuce. Indeed, the style of it was so
good that he did not think any additions
would shame the main portion of the
building. From an outside view, Govern-
ment House was an imposing structure,
and looked wuch larger and better than
it really was inside. 'Within, all the
rooms were small, and only the hall was
spactous. If Parliament expected a
Governor to come to this colony, hon.
members must be prepared to give
sufficient accommeodation at Gtovernment
House. The present Governor bhad not
a large family, but if he bad a party
equal to that lelenging to the Governor
of Victoria or the Governor of New SBouth
Wales, the residence here would wnot
afford nearly enough accommodation. He
thought that, in the interests of the
colony as a whole, Government House as
the principal house of the colony, the
residence of the representative of the
Queen, should be a credit to the
countrv, If he had to regard only
his own private views, it was quite
possible those views would be very
much in accord with those of the
member for Nannine ; but huving to con.
sider this guestion as a public man, he
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could not allow such restricted ideas to
govern his public action. Speaking as
a public man, he must say they should
bave a Government House that would be
a credit to the colony, and sufficient to
accommodate the CGrovernor for the time
being, whether he had a large or small
retinue. Plans had been prepared, and
they could he put on the table of this
House, showing what was proposed to be
done ; but he could not promise at present
that those plans would be carried out
exactly. He had been very much urged,
by necessity, to give instructions for the
erection of additional bedrvoms for the
domestics; but he had refrained, because
he preferred that the necessary ex-
penditure should be first approved by
this Assembly. The expenditure now
proposed was quite justified, and as
the colony could well afford it, he
hoped this House would pass the item.
His idea was that if they were to have a
Government House and a Governor, they
should have such a residence for the
(Governor as would be properly repre-
sentative of the colony. It should be
suitable to accommodate the Governor,
his family, and his suite, so that the
Governor might not only be able to live
in comfort, but also be enabled to enter-
tain the people of the colony, when he
desired to doso. Thisitem was necessary,
or it would not have found a place in the
Estimates. He could assure hon. mem-
bers that additions to Government House
were absolutely necessary; that there
were not enough rooms for the present
oceupants, their staff, and their servants;
therefore, in the present flourishing
circumstances of the colony the Govern-
ment felt juslified in asking this Assembly
to pass the item, so that Government
House might be made fit not only for the
present, but for the future. To strike
out the item would not be to the interest
of the eolony, and he hoped hon. members
would not do so.

Me. R. F. SHOLL said he agreed that
there was a necessity to improve Govern-
ment, Hounse, and to expend money in
making additions, and in providing a
ball-room ; but when they were told these
additions were to cost £20,000, it was
another matter entirely.

Tre PrEmiER said Government House
wag an expensive building to add to.
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M=z. R. F. SHOLL said it would be
hetter to pull down the present house and
build another, rather than expend this
amount of money in makmyg additions.
In fact, it would be better to convert the
present house into a lmatic asylum. His
opinion was that £5,000 for additions
ought to be ample.

THe PrEmMiER: Not enough, I assure

you.
" Mr. R. F. SHOLL said £20,000
appeared an ¢normous sum to expend in
making additions and Inulding a ball-
room. He would rather pull down the
old house and build another, suitable for
all requirements. Public buildings gen-
eraily were costing more than they ought
to cost, and he asked how much money
had been expended on Governmeni
Heuse and grounds since last session?
He would support the striking out of the
item, rather than vote for £20,000 to be
spent on this work.

Mr. CLARKSON said he was not
surprised at hon. members taking excep-
tion to an expenditure of £20,000 for a
hall-room, and it did seem an enormous
sum; but the Premier had explained
that this amount included necessary
additions to Government House, and he
believed some additions were absolutely
necessarv,  This.cxpenditore of £20,000
ought to make a magnificent palace.

Mr. GEORGE said he must support
the striking out of the item, because it
wag an iniquitous and wicked expendi-
ture, and he did not care whether the
Premier agreed with him or not. The
words “and additions” had been added
to the item “hall-room” to make it
look bhetter, and he did not believe
the item had anything to do with
providing accoimodation for domes-
tics. It was simply arranged in this
form so as to pass criticism easily.
This expenditure would be robbing the
carnings of the people to the extent of
£20,000. It was a profligate expendi-
ture; for why should not the Governor
use the Town Hall as a ball-room when
he wanted a ball occastonally, as it wag
quite a suitable hall for the purpose.

Bir. A. Forrest: What do they spend
in Victoria on Government House ?

Mr. GEQRGE said it was time this
Assembly was dissolved, when they heard
remarks like that. In a few vears time,
when this country became more enlight-
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coed, they would be able to do without
a Governor, und he hoped to see the
present Premier occupying the position
of Governor, and a very suitable and
sensible Governor he would make, and
not be likely to want flunkevs riding
about in carringes. ‘This £20,000 wonld
be robbed from the earnings of the peopls,
and he must protest against the item.

Mr. MORAN said that, at the present
titwe, u building like Governmnent House
could be crected for £10,000. ([Tae
Premrer : No, no.] Why, the new wing
of the Government offices, known as the
Public Works Offices, had cost only
ubont £10,000, ivcluding ull that mag-
nificent front and its tremendous amount
of wasteful orngmentation. Surely it
was not intended to put a building on
to Government House as large as that
new wing of the Public Oftices ? ‘Che Hotel
Metropole, in Hay Street, for iunstance,
with its several storeys and large accom-
modation, did not cost anything like
£10,000 to construct.

Mr. A. Forrusr: £30,000

Mr. MORAN: What?

Mr. A. Forresr: T mean for the
hotel and theatre together. -

Me. MORAN said he was not speak-

ing of the theatre adjoining, but only of

tke hotel, and that did not cost £10,000.
Therefere he failed to see where £20,000
could be judiciously expended in making
additions to Government House, without
filling up some of the hollows in the
ground. If £10,000 were proposed, he
would go for it.

Amendment for striking out the item
put, and division taken, with the follow-
g result:—

Ayes ... . B
Noes ... 12
Majority against - 7
ATES. ' Noes
Mr. George + Ir. Burt
Mr. Illingworth Mr, Clarkson
Mr. B. F, Shol\ Sir Joho Forrest
Mr. Solomon Mr. A. Forrest:
Mr. Simpson (Teller}. Mr. Highamn
Ar. Loton
Mr. Monger
Mr. Phillips
Mr. Piesse
Mr. Randell

Mr. Venn
‘ Mr. Morun (Teller).

Amendment negatived.
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Tue PREMIER, referring again to
the ilewm, said the Government were
willing, after the expressions of opinion
made by bon. members, to make the
total amount for this work £15,000
instead of £20,000. If the instalment
for this year were passed at £5,000, as
in the item, the total outlay would be
reduced to £15,000.

Mz. ILLINGWORTH asked the Gov-
erument to nake the total amount
£10,000. There was no possible necessity
for expending £20,000, or even £15,000,
on this work; and a case could not he
made out for spending more than £10,000
th amny righteons way upon this item.
Even aliowing that additions were re-
quired, the expenditare of £15,000 would
be an outrage on common sense and
justice and right.

Ter Premier: Not righteous, you
say ?

Me. ILLINGWORTH said a thing
that was not right must be wrong, and
this was absolutely wrong. Tt was a
waste of public money, to say the least of
it, and be hoped the Government would
give way.

M=z. MORAN said he was disposed to
accept the compromise offered by the
Government, and vote for a total of
£15,000.

Mgr. RANDELL said evervong who
had experience in building wt the present
time would know that it was excecdingly
expensgive, The fact appeared to be con-
clusive that there was pot sufficient
accommodation for the present ovcupants
of Government House; and, knowing the
building as he did. he could guite under-
stand that no additions commnensurate
with the needs of Govermment House
could be made for a less sum than
£15,000. Even in building a cotrage,
£1,000 or £1,500 had 1o be spuent
under present conditions. and members
could well understand that no large
improvement could be made to & building
like Government House withont the
expenditure of a considerable sum of
money. He believed the building was

* originally erected by prison labour, and

a great deal of the original expenditure
went upon outside show, for the interior
was Dot equal to the expectation raised
by a view of the extevior. There was a
great Jack of internal accommodation, and
vven the dining-room wus insufficient to
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uscommodate many persons, while the
present ball-room was not a commaodious
stracture, and was unsuitable for the
purpose. The present circumstances of
the colony were now entirely different
from those existing when Government
House was built.

Mr. SIMPSON proposed, us an
amendment, to mark his dissent, that the
amount, of the item be reduced by £100.
He agreed with the wmember for the
Guscoyne, that there was an extravagant
spirit in this Assembly; for, considering
the circumstances of the country, they
were inclined to imitate the style of the
“Jubilee Jugging,” by pitching thousands
about. In his experience of the colony,
he remembered the time when the sum
of £20,000 was looked upon az a big
ainount, and if the public voice of this
country were tuken now, by veferendum
or otherwise, the 1dea of spending £20,000
on a ball-room and additions to Govern-
ment House would be scouted. Seeing
how much the colony was in need of the
expenditure of money for the absolute
requirements of people in various dis-
trichs—those people who, as the Premier
was fond of saying, had Dorne the burden
and heat of the day—it did seem a waste
of money to spend £20,000, or even
£15,000, in making additions to the
accommodation of Government House.
Just when the country was beginning to
be opened np, they were talking about
spending ali this money on a ball-voom
for Government House. He believed
that if he could talk to the Premier
quietly, and were to propose to him to
spend £20,000 on o ball-room, the
Premier would say, * You have gone silly ;
you are getting dotty”” Why not spend
this money in reducing the taxation on
the necessaries of life ¥ More good would
be dong to the country by that than if
they spent &£15,000 or £20,000 on a ball-
room. If the circumstances of the colony
wore becomiog so affluent that they must
have a new ball-room for Government
House, with other additions, they could
provide these by spending say £5,000 this
year, a further sum next year, and so on.
He had been informed there had been
considerable extravagance this vear in
connection with Government House, for
he wus told that some membhers of the
architectural staff had been drawing
sularies for yemrs while trying to muke
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plans to improve the building; and yut
the Premier had told this Assembly that
these plans had got only to the sketch
stage. It was an unfair trespass on the
good sense of members of this Assembly,
as trustees of the colony, to ask them to
spend even £15000 on a luxury like a
new hall-room for Government House.
He therefore moved, us an amendment,
that the amount of the item be reduced
by £100, in order to indicate that this
House was not willing to pledge itself to
& large expenditure for this purpose.

Tar PREMIER said that, from the
remarks made by the member for Ger-
aldton, it wnight be supposed that he
(the Premier}) was uanxious, for some
private reason and not for a public one,
to have this expenditure undertaken.
He could not see why anyone should
suppose he would try to embark on
an extravagant policy of building houses
that were not wanted. His object in
submitting this item was to try to do
what was right in the interests of the
colony, in providing not ouly for the
present occupants of Government House,
for whom there was not sufficient con-
venience at the present time, and cer-
talnly there were no adequate rooms for
entertaining guests; but he wished also
to provide adequately for the future. If
the member for Geraldton, for instance,
wished to build a house for himself, it
would cost him probably £5,000, without
providing reception rooms or rooms for
entertainments. Looking at the style
of architecture of Government House, it
would be an expensive thing to add to
that building. Speaking personally, he
would not mind reducing ihe total
amount, but he knew that less than
£15,000 would not do justice to the
necessities of the case.

Me. R. F. SHOLL said the supporters
of the Government would pass the item if
it were for £150,000. He was astonished
at some hon. members supporting the
expenditare of this money.

Tne PreMmier: We are surprised at
you.

Me. I3. F. SHOLL said it really was
time this Assembly was dead, when the
country would have a say in the ex-
penditure of large sums of money. This
item was not for huilding a new Govern-
ment House, hut only for a ball-room.
The Govermnent had expended £3,000
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or £4,000 during the last twelve months
on additions and repairs to Government
House; also £2,600 on furniture,
ulthough this sum for furniture had not
been authorised by Parliament,

Tue Premier: We could not help it.

Mr. R. F. SHOLL said as long as
mwembers of Parliament were returned
who would allow the Government to
greatly exceed the authorised expenditure,
the Government would do as they liked
with the finances of the colony,

Mr. GEORGE quite agreed with the
view of the member for the Gascoyne.
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It wag time this Assembly was dissolved, -

for members were only playing at legis-
lation.

Tre CommisstoNER oF CrowN LaNDs:

Well, pass the Estimates en bloc, und let
us get away.

Mw. GEORGE said the Government

would like the Estimates passed en bloc,
when they had spent £3,785 14s. 7d. on
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profligate and extravagant. I huve asked
for the Chairman’s ruling whether the
member was in order in using those
words.

Tre CHAIRMAN: I did not under-
stand the member for the Murray to use
those words with respect to members’
characters. T understood him to apply
those words to the character of the
expenditure.” I may say now that I do
think such words should not beused, and
I hope they will not be used again.

Mr. GEORGE said he lad not the
slightest intention of calling any member
of the committee * extravagant” or
“profligate.” He knew nothing of their
private characters. He had simply en-
tered his protest against what he con-
sidered to be a profligate and extravagant

- expenditure of public money, and he

additions and repairs to Government -

House, only £1,000 of which had bheen
voted, and had spent £2,602 16s. 11d. on
furniture, of which only £200 had been
authorised, for that old barracks called
“Government House.” It was an

intquitous, extravagant, and profligate .

expenditure.
Tue PrEMIER: You are out of order;
but never mind.

Mr. GEORGE: I will appeal to the

Chairman to say whether I am out of
order.

THe Premier: Certainly yvou are out -

of order in talking of “profligate expendi-
ture.”

Mr. A. FORRERT: I ask for the
Chairman’s ruling as to whether the
member for the Murray was in order in
calling members names, as he has
done.

Mgr. GEORGE: What were the words?

Mr. A. FORREST:
not proper ones to use. The members of
this Assembly are just as independent as
the member for the Murray. His
language was not fair to use towards
hon. members.

Tre CHAIRMAN: I did not under-
stand the member for the Murray to say
hon. wembers were profligate and
extravagant.

Mr. A. FORREST: The member tor
the Murray asserted that members were
wburned to this Assembly who were

The words were

would add that it was ulso iniquitous
und wicked. He hoped he would always
oppose such expenditure, and that it
would be recorded in *“ Hansard,” so that
the record might be read by future gene-
rations that the mewmbers for Gevaldton
and Naunnine supported the member for
the Murray in making this protest.

Mr. RANDELL asked whether there
had bLeen any expenditure upon unother
vice-regul residence.

Tur Premier: Yes; Rottnest.

Mz, RANDELL suid there was another
vice-regal residence at Fremantle as well
as at Rottnest.

Tur Prearez: They are very small
places.

Me. SIMPSON said Victoria and New
South Wales, with a revenue of about
£7,000,000 and £9,000,000 respectively,
had only two vice-regal residences, while
Western Australia had three. It would
be well for the Premier to yield the point
of allowing his amendment for a redue-
tion by £100 to pass as a protest against
the expenditure of the item.

M=r. SOLOMON regarded the item as
going a little too far, und hoped the
amount would be reduced.

Tue Premier: It won't do what is
necessary.

Mz, JAMES suid if a ball-room were
to be built at a cost of £15,000, it would
then be necessary to build a Government
House, at u cost of £50,000 or £100,000,
to be in keeping with the ball-room.
‘While it was intended to spend £5,000
this veur on w ball-room at Govermment
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House, only £4,000 was to be expended
during the same peried on the new
Supreme Court.

THE PREMIER :
parison whataver.

M=. A. Forrest: There are very good
courts now.

Tre Premigr: They are u different
class of building.

Mr. JAMES said £10,000 would bwld
a very good ball-room.

Tue PREMIER said it would require
a great deal of ingenuity for the member
for East Perth to draw any comparison
between a ball-room at Government
House and the erection of a new Supreme
Court. If the item were reduced to
£10,000, that sum would not do the
work. The ball-room would have to be
built in keeping with the plan of Govern-
menl, House, and he was sure it could
not be done for less than £15,000, while
the work would take about 18 months to
carry out. In this matter hon. members
were trying to do things in too small a
way, instead of desiring to have a
Government House that would bhe in
accordance with the position of the
colony. There was no use in spoiling
the ship for the sake of a bucket of tar.
It seemed to him to be much better to
complete the building upon a scale that
would be suitable for the colony for
many years to come, just as when the
present Ctovermment House was built
thirty years ago, there was kept in view
the growing reguirements of the colony;
and although he did not know how the
building was paid for at the former
period, he did not think the money came
out of revenue. It would be better to
have, in the first instance, a ball-room
that would lust for all time, instead of
one that would require to be altered,
and which would therefore be more
expensive as time went on, than if the
present plan were carried out.

Amendment (Mr. Simpson’s), for
reducing the amount for this year by
£100, put and division taken, with the
following result :—

Aves ... ... 6
Noes ... .12

There can be no com-

Majority against T

[(ASSEMBLY.)
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AvEs. Noks.
Mr. THingworth Mr. Burt
Mr. James Mr. Clarkson
Mr. R, F, Sholl Sir Johu Forrest
Mr, Simpson Mr. A. Forrest
Mr, Solomon Mr. Higham
Mr. George {T'cller). Be. Loton
Mr, Monger
Mr. Phillips
Mr, Piesse
Mr. Rondell
Mr.

. Venu
Mr. Morau (Teller).

Awmendment negatived.

Mz. ILLINGWORTH moved that
progress be reported, and leave asked to
sit again.

Motion to report progress put, and
division taken, with the following re-
sult :—

Arves ... o 4
Noes .. .. 14
Majority against ... 10
AYES, Nors.
Mr. George Mr. Burt
Mr, Tllingworth Mr. Clarkson
Mr. Simpson Sir John Forrest
Mr. R. F, Sholl (Teller). Br. A, Forrest
Mr. Highom
Mr. Loton
Mr. Monger
Mr. Moran
Mr. Phillips
Mr. Piesse
Mr. Randell
Mr. Solomen
Mr: Venn
Mr. Jumes (Taller).

Motion negatived.

Mz. GEORGE moved, as an amend-
ment, that the item for this year be re-
duced by £50.

Tue PrraiEr: You can’t do that now.
11 is too little.

Mr. GEORGE said he preferred to
take the ruling of the Chairman as to
whether his motion was in order.

Tar CHAIRMAN said the motion
was the last one he would take on the
item.

Mr. GEORGE protested against the
item as a luxury, for which the mmoney
should not be voted with the light heart
which had been exhibited in dealing with
the finances that evening, notwithstand-
ing that, as they had grown so accus-
tomed to deal with millions in a session
during which £7,100.000 had been voted,
the sum of £15,000 for a ball-room
seemed a mere trifle. Of course the
supporters of the Government would pass
it. When they came into this Chamber
to a division, they looked to see where
the Premier, who stood like a bheacon
light, was guing to vote, and then went

, over to him in a body.
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Mz. A. Foreest: It 1s a pity you do
not follow him, too.

Mr. GEGRGE satd hLe had read in
the Bible that it was not wise to hide

one’s light under a bushel, and he was .

not going to hide himself hehind the
personality of Sir John Forrest. The re-
duction by the Government of the total
from £20,000 to £15000 was merely
trifling with the commitfee, because they
were not going to try to do the work for
£15,000. He could not sece why the
Perth Town Hall would not serve us a
ball-room. The Government would not
give £60,000 to the City Council for the
Town Hall, but they were willing to spend
£15,000 on a ball-room. If the vote
were passed withont protest, he could
understand the stones of Perth crving
out in shame. £5,000 hind been knocked
off the amount, reducing it to £15,000,
but he would like 10 know what assur-
ance the Hoose had that the full scheme
of the Government would not be carried
oub. WNext session there might be a
change in the cccupants of the Treasury
benches. [Mr. InniweworrtH: Never.]
The member for Nannine was neither a
prophet nor the son of a prophet, when
he said there would never be a change on
the Treasury henches. What he wanted
to know was, how were they going to
bind the successors of the Premier to the
reducod amount of the item ¥

Mr. InLingworTH: He will have no
SULCEss0r.

Mr. GEORGE said the member for
Nannine was mistaken, for the Premier
would have successors who would en-
deavonr to carry on his great work; but
he (Mr. George}) wanted to koow how
those successors were to be pledged not
to exceed the £15,000. If this Assembly
knocked £50 more off the item it would
show, at any rate, that the present
Assembly had a strong opinion on the
subject. That £50 would still be spent,
and would appear in the Excess Bill;
but at any rate the reducing of the item
by that amount would show the feeling
of this Assembly on the subject.

Amendment (Mr. George's), for reduc-
ing the amount by £50, put and
negatived.

Ytem passed at £5,000 for this year,
upon the Premier’s promise that the
total cost of the work should be reduced
to £15.000.

13 Ocroner, 1896.]
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Mr. GEORGE, referring to the item,
“ Perth Branch of Royal Mint, £10,000,”
asked whether the amount of £23,000,
set down as the probable cost of the
work whea completed, would be sufficient
to carry out the new plans and make
: provision for ull the alterations.

Tue DIRECTOR OF FPUBLIC
t WORKS said the new plans provided
for a less expensive building than the
old ones. There might be extras; but,
as fur as he could judge, the £23,000
would complete the building,

Ttem passed.

Mr. GEQRGE asked whether the
following item, *Perth Branch Royal
Mint, machinery, £4,500," had becn
arrived at, as to the amount, on skilled
advice, or whether these were fanciful
figures of the Architectural branch.

T DIRECTOR snid the figuves
had been arrvived at after consultation
with the Mint anthorities in England.

Mx. R. P. SHOLL asked who would
bave the appointing of the chief officer
of the Mint.

Tre DIRECTOR said the chief officer
fva.sd appeinted by the authorities in Eng-
and.

Me. B. F. SHOLL said he believed the
officer appointed to take charge of the
Perth branch of the Royal Mint had
never been inside a Mint unti] within the
last six months, and knew nothing what-
ever about the business. The appoint-
ment was simply a piece of patronage;
and if the Government were going to pay
the salary, they should Dbe able to see
that a competent man was appointed.
Tt might not be necessary to have a very
uble man, but ke should know something
about the business. The officer appointed
was now gaining his experience at the
Royal Mint in England. e believed the
ofticer appointed to the Royal Mint in
Sydney bad to learn his busingss after
arriving in the colonies. The gentleman
appointed to take charge of the Perth
branch had been « captain in the army.

Tae PREMIER said the appointment
of a gentleman to take charge of the
Mint was not in the hands of the Govern-
’ ment. The sum of £10,000 was set

aside on the Civil List to provide for the
expenses of the Mint, and any balance
left would be repaid to the Consolidated
Fund. The authoritics of the Roval
., Mint in Englund had desired to make
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the appointment some time ago, but he
(the Premier) then objected that it was
not necessary to make it so soon. Even-
tually, he gave way, because it was re-
presented to him that it was necessary
to appoint a deputy master to superin-
tend the erection of the machinery and
see it put together, und be able to under-
stand it. The Government, however,
were consulted as to the salary to be paid,
and when the Mint anthorities suggested
£1,000 a vear and a house, he replied that
in this colony £700 and a house would be
more suitable. The Mint aunthorities
adopted this suggestion, and the deputy
master would be paid £700 a year and be
provided with a house.

Mg. GEORGE asked if any guarantee
had been given asto increasing the salary
of the deputy master.

Tae PREMIER said the authorities
of the Royal Mint in England would no
doubt consider that matter in due course.

Item passed.

Mr. GEORGE, reterring to the item,
“ Bulong post oftice, £700,” said this sum
seemed very large for a temporary build-
ing.
Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS said he had understood that
this House, some time ago, desired that
buildings of a temporary character should
e erected in the outlying districts of the
goldfields. Having seen some of the
buildings already erected, he had been
surprised to discover that buildings of
two or three rooms had cost from £500
to £600. Buildings of a permunent
character would probably have cost four
times that amount. The building referred
to at Bulong was already constructed.

Mzr. GEORGE asked what the sum of
£50 3s. 2d. had been expended on, in
connection with this item.

Tar DIRECTOR said it had probably
been expended on preparing plans and
making other preparations for the erec-
tion of a temporary huilding at Bulong.

Item passed.

Mr. GEORGE, referring to the item,
“ Newcastle Post Office, £1,300,” said the
Estmates showed that £1 17s. 6d. had
been expended. Tt scemed ridiculous to
put this amount betore the House.

Mr. R. F. SHOLT: said it would be
noticed that £1,300 had been voted for
the post office, in the previous session,
and had not been expended.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Public Works.

the Government preferred to expend
bundreds of thousands of pounds without
suthority, rather than spend the amounis
authorised by Parliament for the smaller
works.

Ture DIRECTOR said the member for
the Gascoyne was labouring under a
mistake. The plans had been prepared
for a post office at Newcastle, tenders
were called for, and the lowest tender was
found to be £1,700 more than the amount
of the vote. He then declined to accept
any of the tenders, and he ordered the
preparation of new plans and the calling
of tenders for a Dbuilding thut was
estimated to cost£1,500 instead of £3,000.

Item passed.

Mgr. GEORGE, referring to item 343,
‘“ Additions and repairs to existing build-
ings, £3,000" (Education Department),
said proper accommodation should be
provided at the schools, that teachers’
houses should be huilt, and wells and
tanks be provided.

Mz. RANDELL said he considered it
was necessary, in some cases, to provide
quarters for teachers, and he asked
whether there was any intention to pro-
vide quarters where these were necessarv.
Teachers' quarters were in some cases
necessary for the protection of school
property, and for other reasons.

Tue DIRECTOR said he had no
information on the subject from the
Education Department. The subject had
heev considerved in the past, and it was
decided that it would not be wise to pro-
vide teachers’ quarters at a few of the
schools, as there would then be requests
for the same provision at all other schools.
It had alse been desired thut the depart-
ment should be able to see whether a
school was going to be permanent, before
erecting a residence for the teacher. It
would cost a great deal to build vesidences
for teachers—in fact more than the school
buildings themselves. He believed the
matter was now under the consideration
of the Education Department.

Mr. RANDELL said the accommoda-
tion to be given to the teachers should
not be expensive. It should be useful
and not ornamental. At Claremont
school, for instance, it was neces-
sary that quarters should be provided for
the teacher. As to the permanency of
certain schools, many of the schools had

It seemed | grown enortmously of late in the number
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of attendances. For instance, East Perth
schoul startad with
had now 200; Highgate school started
with 16, and had now about 200; and
otherschoolshad grown to asimilarextent.

Mz. R. F. SHOLL asked whether there
was sufficient inspection of the schools,
from o sanitary point of view. There
should be care taken that the public
schools were not overcrowded, and the
sante inspection should he applied to
private schools. He believed that both
public and private schools were over-
crowded. That might not be a serious
matter in the winter, but it was a very
serious matter i the swmmer.

Mg. RANDELL suid it was the duty
of mewmbers of district boards to mspect
the schools; and besides that, the in.
spectors had to report constantly as to the
adequacy of the buildings, and as to the
superficial area provided for each child;
also both the compulsory officers and the
teachers reported as to the sanitary con-
ditions, and as to overcrowding.

Me. SOLOMON said that Beaconstield
school, Fremantle, was started two years
ago with 100 scholars, and it bad now
about 340. In the course of a year or
two, the number of scholars attending
that school would be double.

Mr. R. F. SHOLL said inspectors
should be appointed to examine the
schools with regard to overerowding and
ganitation. 1t was necessary this should
be doune, for the health and welfare of the
rising generation. The inspectors should
have power to examine private schools as
well as Government schools; for when
members heard of Government schools
being overcrowded, they might take it for
granted the private schools were m the
game condition.

Mr. RANDELL said no doubt the
Education Department was desirous of
having something of this sort introduced
by legislation. There should bea certain
amount. of control over the private and
semi-public schools, and the Education
Department desired to get returns from
them as to the number of attendances
and other particulars.

made by Mr, Selomon as to the Beacons-
field school. The amount provided for
additions to that school this year was
£275, but. it was not. egqual to the amount
of unantherised expenditure which had

[13 Ocruser, 1896.]
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" been tound necessary last year in order

20 scholars, and |

to meet the requirements of this school.
The case of this school would emphasise
the argmment as to the insanitary con-
dition of some schools through overerowd-
ing, and this condition was likely to get
worse through the rapid increase of
scholars.

Ttem passed.

M=r. R. F. SHOLL, referring to item
361, * Miscellaneous schools, £1,700,”
said £5,000 had been voted last year and
£6,388 2s. expended. Could the Premicer
give any information as to the reason for
the excess ?

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS said various schools had been
asked for, in addition to those provided
for in the vote of the past year, and the
necessity for these additional schools had
arisen particularly on the goldfields, as
well as in some other parts of the country.

Mr. R. F. SHOLL said this statement
only showed the necessity for the Bxcess
Bill being brought down before the
Estimates were passed.

Item passed,

M=r. R. F. SHOLL, referring to item
374, ¥ Legislative Assembly, ladies’ new
gallery, &c., £60,” said £332 19s. had
been expended on this beautiful structure,
and such an amount should be enough
to build an ordinary house. It also
appeared the Government required £60
more to finish the work.

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKES said the additional £60 in-
cluded the cost of erecting a staircase
and approach from the street, also for
the upholstery of the seats. Taking into
consideration the desire of the House
that this work should be carried out
quickly, the department bad had to pay
niore for work done under thosc condi-
fions. The £60 now asked for was the
amount. not paid on the 30th June, for
completing the work.

Ttem passed.

Mgr. GECRGE, rveferring to Item
375, “New wing, Government Offices
(Treasury, Audit, and Titles Depart-

©nents), £19.000,” asked where this new
¥Mr. HIGHAM emphasised the remarks © wi

wing was going to be placed.

Tue PREMIER said the new wing was
wsoing to cost £23,000 altogether, and
was then in progress.

Mr. R. F. SHOLL asked what was
going to be done with the money.
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The PREMIER sui@ a contract had
been et for that amount, to complete the
new wing, )

Mr. R. F. SHOLL said the ideas of
the Government were growing very large.
He really thought there must be some-
thing wrong in the specifications for
new building, when contractors put in
such large prices for building Govern-
ment Oftices.

Mr. MORARN said it was an under-
stood thing that there must be about 50
per cent. put on for alterations of plans,
when » contractor was making out his
estimate. Fresh plans for buildings,
after contracts had been let, were coming
out every few minutes.

Tee Premier said contractors liked
that. :

Mr. GEORGE said that, looking at
ihe iron gratings which were put in the
lower window spaces in the part of the
new wing then going up—to stop people
from getting in, he supposed—the plun
was ridiculous.

Tae Premier said that part was for
the sirong-room of the Lands Titles
Office.

Me. GEORGE said it did not matter
what the iron gratings were for: they
were an absurd waste of money—a most
ridiculous, absolute, extravagant waste
of money. It was about time this House
“ sacked ” the whole lot connected with
the Architectural branch. If this work
was a specimen of what they were going
to have for £23,000, it was time the
Government cleared out a lot of uscless
encumbrances whe were wasting the
money of the country. There would be
a fine reckoning day, before long.

Ttem passed.

Me. R. F. SHOLL, referring to item
411, “ Furniture for Government House,
£700,” said the Government had asked
for £200 last session for furniture re-
quired for Government House. It now
appeared they had spent £2,602 16s.
11d. last year for furniture, without the |
authority of Parliament. The Govern- |
ment were asking for £700 more, this i
vear, for the furnishing of Govern- |
ment, House, and they wanted this
before the proposed additions were
made. This was a scandalous wuste of
money. Had the old furniture been sold ¥
Was it to be given away ¥ Was it going |
to be soldy Or was it no good? [AN |

[ASSEMBLY.}
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Hon. Memper: All sold.] Then, here
was another reason why they should have
the Excess Bill, with the Aunditor
(leneral’s remarks, before passing the
Estimates. From what lLe knew of
Government House, he could nol see
where £2,000 could be expended on
turnishing ; and he must protest against
this item and the excess expenditure
during the past yeur, as being a perfect
scandal.

Mr. SIMPSON said there was reason-
able ground for inquiry inte this item.
If there was anything in public rumour,
he was warranted in making the state-
ment that the new occupant of Govern-
ment House had ordered what he liked,
and the country had to pay for it. That
was e¢nrrent ramour, and pretty well
authenticated. It was said there was so
much furniture ordered that a great deal
of it had to be returned to one of the
large furnishing houses in the city ; and
he did not know that the Governmeut
were really aware that £2,602 16s. 11d.
worth of furniture had been ordered. Tt
was believed outside that anything the
upholsterers chose to send in, they did
send in; and he should like to know if
that was the pesition which Parliament
oceupicd with regard to the furnishing of
Government House, or whether the Min-
ister reslly exercised contrel over the
master. Tt was corrent talk that a great
deal of the furpiture was sent back to
Robertson & Moffat’s furniture ware-
house, and that at last it came to the
ears of the Government that terrible
extravagance was going on, Perhaps
the Government could give some informa-
tion with regard to this matter.

Tue PREMIER said he had to state,
with regret, that a little more had been
spent in furnishing Government House
than they actually got value for. The
facts were that the Administrator of the
colony, who bad heen acting before the
new Governor came here, did not go out
of Government House until about a
month before the new Governor was
to arrive; and this was by arrangement
with the Government Architect, who
said 1t would bhe suflicient time for
the Administrator to vacate Govern-
ment House a  month before the
Governor arrived. The effect of that
arrangewment was that sufficient fime was
not available, after thie Adwministrator
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had left Government House, to furmsh ’

it and get it in readiness for the new
Governor's arrival.  As o result, there
were hurry and trouble, and, of course,
sonme things hud to be done in great
haste, so that there was not time to
economise. In this way the Government
had probably had to pay more for this

1087

Administrator being allowed by the

. Government Architect to remain longer

in Government House than he ought to
have done. He (Mr. George} thought

, this amount ought to be suflicient to
- furnish Governinent House from top to

work than it would have cost under

ordinary circumstances. As far as the
Government were concerned, they were
not. quite masters of the situation, be-
cause Government House had to be got
ready, and the furniture had to be got
in. The Government desired to make

the house as comfortable as they could

for the new Governor, and the result
was that, in these hurried arrangements,
they had to pay a gnod deal more than
the furnishing would have cost in
ordinary circumstances. He thought
those engaged in the work chbarged as
much as they could, and took advantage
of the hurry in which the work bad to
be done.  The faclt lay in the fact that
there was not sufficient interval for fur.
nishing Grovernment House and putting
it inte good order, between the time of
the Administrator vacating it and the
new Governor arriving. He might add
that the Administrator had made ar.
rangements for certain people coming to
see him from other colonies, and had
asked to be allowed to remain in Govern.-
ment House as long as was practicable,
The Goverument Architect, to oblige the
Administrator, allowed him to remain as
long as possible. The amount which had
had to be paid for all this seemed large,
and be regretted it.

Mr. YLLingworTH: You were “got
at.”

Tae PREMIER: We could not help it.

Mzr. GEORGE said that, with all desire
to bear with the Government in their
evidently sore position at having been
“got at,” he would move that the item be
reduced by £500.

Ax Howx. Memper: You cannot do
that.

Mz. GEORGE said he would take the °

Chairman's ruling on the point.

The '

Premier had admitted too much in trying |

to justify this matter.
Tee Premier: No; I have told the
truth.

had been spent, chiefly through the

hottom.

Amendment—to reduce the amount by
£500—put and negatived.

Vote prt and passed.

This concluded the votes for the annual
Ristimates of all departments.

At the request of the ComaissioNEr
oF RarLways, a verbal amendment was
made iu item 5 of the vote for railways
and tramways, by striking out the words
“in charge” afler the words ** Assistant
Locometive Superintendent.”

Resolutions of the commitiee reported
to the House.

MINES REGULATION ACT AMENDMENT
: BILL.

Received from the Legislative Council,
and, on the motion of the ATToRNEY
GENERAL, read a first time.

BASTARDY LAWS ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.

Received from the Legislative Council,
and, on the motion of the ATTORNEY
GENERAL, read a first time.

BRIDGES OVER RAILWAY: REPORT
OF JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE.
Trr COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. F. H. Piesse) brought up
the report of the Joint Select Committee
which had enquired into the proposal to
erect bridges over the railway crossings
at Melbourne Road and William Street,
in Perth. He said the report of the
evidence was still in the hands of the
Printer, but would be distributed in a
day or two.
Committee’'s  report
ordered to be printed.

received, and

CUB-NANNINE RAILWAY BILL.

The House went into committee to
consicer the Bill.

TN COMMITIEE.
Bill passed thvough committee without

© debate or amendment, and reported to

Mr. GEORGE said £2,602 16s. 11d.

the House.
Report adopted.



1038

Perth Ruacecomrse
Ll

THIED READING.
Bill read a third time, and transmitted
to the Legislative Council.

PERTH RACECOURSE RAILWAY BILL,
The House went into committee tfo
consider the Bill.

IN COMMITTEE.

Mz, VENN said that when the item
for the Perth racecourse railway was
passed in the annual Estimates, he under-
stood this short branch line was to start
from Burswood, on the east side of the
river, nstead of from Bayswater, on the
west side, provided the land required for
the route was made over tothe Govern-
ment free of cost. The owners of the
land had been ready to fulfil the agree-
ment, and he also understood the commit-
tee of the racing club were in favour of
the Burswood route. If the line ran
from Bayswater, it would nccessitate
another bridge being built over the Swan
River, which would be a very expensive
undertaking ; while looking at the matter
from the point of view of the publie, it
would be going a long way round to the
racecourse to travel vid Bayswater. He
would like to hear why the route had
been changed.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. F. H. Piesse) said en-
gineering considerations had chiefly de-
termined the adoption of the Bayswater
route, as it had been found there was a
great deal of difficulty in dealing with the
racecourse traffic on a single line. It
would be very costly to duplicate the pre-
sent line crossing the river (Bunbury
line), as the river was much broader and
the foundation was not nearly so good
where the present bridge was placed as
compared with the Bayswater route across
the river.. A minor reason for the change
of route was that although the owners of
land at Burswood promised to give the
Government the land required for the
railway, he had not been able to get a
guarantee from them to that effect. The
committee of the racing club were, he
understood, satisfied with the Bayswuter
route, which would be a cheaper and easier
work than if a branch line were made
from Burswood.

Me. ILLINGWORTH urged upen the
(Government, in view of the growth of the
population, to at once make arrange-
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ments for constructing a raillway trom
Burswood to Bayswater, and to bave a
circular suburban line instead of a
duplicate main line across the river. A
circular line would be infinitely better for
dealing with the traftic than a duplication
of the railway, besides being cheaper to
construct.

Mr. CLARKSON said he considered
the Government had acted wisely in
deciding to construct the railway to the
racecourse from Bayswater. There was
a branch line already existing part of the
way, starting from Bayswater to the
river ferry, and it simply had to be con-
tinued over the river on a bridge to the
racecourse. To propose to run u line
from Burswood to the racecourse was
ridicnlous, as private land would bave to
be crossed, and there would be diffi-
culties in the way of constructing the
line owing to the contour of the country.
So far as racing men were concerned, he
thought the Bayswater route was the
better for them.

Me. LOTON said there had been a
comnplete change of front on the part of
the Government. Last session it had
been agreed that a line should be con-
structed from Burswood to the racecourse,
under certain conditions, and he thought
the Burswood route would give a great
deal more convenience to the public than
the other. He could quite understand
it would be easier to get to the racecourse
across the river than vié Burswood ; but
there was a good deal of settlement taking
place in the direction of Burswood, on
the east side of the river. The whole
subject of the routes should be threshed
out before a decision was arrived at. If
the Burswood line were constructed, it
would have the effect of creating & large
amount of suburban settlement.

Tae PREMIER said it had originally
been the intention to build the line on
the south side of the river; but there had
been so much delay on the part of persons
who had promised to give the land, that
nothing had Dbeen dome. The circum-
stances of the colony had greatly changed,
and those lundowners were not now so
willing to give the Jand. Unless this
House was prepared to go o the expense
of widening the South- Western Railway
bridge over the Swan River, the traffic
to the raceconrse vid Burswood could not,
be dealt with. That was the opivion of
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the General Traflic Manuger.  The Gov-
ernment did not cure which way the line
went ; but they wunted the line by which
the traffic conld be best served. The
Traftic Manager said the traflic vould not
be so satisfactorily dealt with on a single
line as on two limes, Tt appeared that
as soon as a brunch line from Burs-
wood was built to the racecourse, the
Government would be asked to run
suburban trains to Burswood, and such a
service would not pay for many a day.
The original idea was to build a line to
serve the racecourse, but now the idea
was to build a suburban line. The
Government were not in a burry about
the matter, and the question could be de-

_ferred until the next sitting, if members
desired it.

Mg. R F. SHOLL said that by building
the line »i¢ Burswood, it would keep the
traftic off the main Jine. It was ridiculous
for the Traflic Manager to say he could
not run the traflic on a single line.

Tue PremMiee: You know it cannot
be done.

Me. R. F. SHOLL said that at the pre-
sent the Traffic Manager was running an
enormous traffic on a single line between
Perth aund Fremantle.

Tre Premier: But everybody wants
to leave the racecourse ut the same time.

Mr. R. F. SHOLL said 1t would be
better to deviate from the muin line, 30 as
not to interferc with the trafic there, and
the Burswood route would give an im.
portant suburban line. He moved the
adjournment, of the debate.

Tue PrEMIER: Youare alot of land-
jobbers,

Me. MowgERr: Thereareland-jobbers
on the other side also.

Tae DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS said if the debate were ad-
journed it would be inconvenient, because
arrangements had been wmade for the
carrying out of the work in time for the
new year race meeting. He had made a
promise that the line should be ready
about that time, and he was quite certain
that, after all, the House would take the
Bayswater route, as it was the best. That
route had not been decided upon without
consideration. As to the Burswood
route, he had heard it remarked that, if
the Line went that way, the price of land
there would be put up to £4,000. Tt
was no bencfit whatever to the raccconrse
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to run the line by wuy of Burswood.
However, ff the House desired if, the
fuestion could be deferred.

Mr. SIMPSON said if the line were
taken wd Burswood, the Government
wonld obtain @ daily suburban traffic.
The Premier had talked of land-jobbers,
but there were lund-jobbers everywhere,
and if the owners of the Burswood land
were prepared to give the land necessary
for a railway, he thought their offer should
be accepted.

Tae DIRECTOR said the line should
be built to the racecourse, and continued
later on wid Burswood.

Me. A. FORREST said the intention
of the Bill was to provide a. railway that
would enable the people of Perth
and the surrounding districts to get
to the racecourse. The present racecourse
line passed over Crown lands to the river,
and when it was continued over the river
by a bridge, the line would be on the race-
course. The desire of the Turf Club was
to get the railway to the racecourse as soon
as possible. The proposal for a suburban
line was one he could agree with; but
when they dealt with it, 1t should be on
a lurger scale than a proposal to build a
line to & racccourse. If, next session, a
proposal were brought forward to build a
line on the east side of the river, he should
be most happy to support it; but he
thought there would be great difficulty in
getting landowners to give the lund re-
quired. Hz was not prepared to give his
land to the Crown, because be bad paid
a large amount per acre for it. There
would be difficulties in the way of getting
the railway to the racecourse by branching
from the heights of Barndon Hill, near
the Guildford Road. In the interests of
the Turf Club, with which he was con-
nected, hon. members should take ad-
vantage of the offer of the Grovernment
to have the railwav coustructed at once.

Mr. CLARKSON said if hon. members
knew anything about the matter, they
would not hesitate about pussing the Bill.
The people residing at Barndon Hill, and
at Burswood, bad, at the present time, a
verv good main road (Guildford Road).

Mz. R. F. SHOLL said that, as he had
moved the adjournment of the debate, he
supposed he would be entitled to reply.

Tre CHAIRMAN said the adjourn-
ment of o debate in committee could not
be moved, and there was thercfore nothing
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before the House. The hon. member,
howaver, could move to report progress.
Mz. R. F. SHOLL moved that progress
be reported.
Motion ptut and passed.
_ Progress reported, and leave given to
sit again,

INDUSTRTAL STATISTICS BILL.

SECOND READING.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
S. Burt), in moving the second reading,
said: This Bill simply proposes to place
on the statute book authority for what is
done already. All the other colonies have
Bills of this character. It provides for
the collecting of statistics of produce and
stock, the work to be in charge of the
resident magistrates, who will be
asgisted by sub-collectors, who usually
will be the officers in charge of the police
stations. A policeman goes round and
asks how many pigs and hens and cattle
are kept. This work is done already,’ as
I have said; but the Bill gives the
Registrar General authority for demand-
ing accurate information, and I hope the
work will be more effectively done than it
has been in the past. Clause 11 shows
the returns that will be required to be
made; and the next section provides
that each owner of stock shall give parti-
culars of the number of the animals he
owns, their state of health, the system of
management, and so on. It is necessary
that the Registrar General should have
the power given under this Bill. I beg
to move the second reading,

Mg. LOTON: I must admit that I
am not conversant with the details of this
Bill; but I understand it is intended to
bring this particular legislation up to
date, as it exists in other colonies. If
the statistics are to be of any value, and
I suppose it will be admitied they are of
value, they should %e reliable. The
statistics collected at the present time are
not reliable; in fact, they are very
defective. To my wind, it is very impor-
tant that we should establish a system
such as is followed in the other colonies,
where they are very much ahead of us in
this matter, for there the stock returns
are fairly reliable, and therefore of some
value. I shallsupport the second reading
of this Bill in order that we wmay go into
committee upon it. We take great care
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to obtain statistics of the gold yield of
the colony, and we should do the same
with regard to our agricultural products.

Me. GEQORGE: I have the greatest
pleasure in moving that this Bill be read
this day six months. I do not think the
Bill has been considered by members of
the House, aud it should not be rushed
through at this time of night. I have

.never seen nny provision such as that

contained in Clause 13, where penalties
are provided for failure to give full and
accurate information. It would he very
difficult in many cases to state the full
working capacity of pluces of business,
especially a factory like my own. There
18 also another very ohjectionable pro-
vision in the Bill, for men of business
are required to state the amount of capital
they employ, and thus we should not be
called upon to expose our private con-
cerns in an official paper. This Bill
geemns to be simply a fad of the Attorney
General’s, and I suppose he will next
require thut we should give, in official
returns, the history of our families.

Mr. CLARESON: I have much
pleasure in supporting this Bill. The
member for the Murray opposes it
because he does not understand it; but
the majority of the members, I am sure,
will agree that it is a very necessary Bill.

Mr, MORAN: I do not think this Bill
is half as strict as is the law on the same
subject io other colonies, Thisis sinply
the ordinary pig, dog, and hen Act of the
other Australian colonies. With refer-
ence to the provisions requiring persons
to state the amount of capital invested
in their businesses, we will allow a
certain amount of latitude. This is a
very mild Act as compared with the
Factories Act in the other ¢olonies. It
seems to me a remarkable thing that an
ultra.radical should oppose a most valu-
able measure.

Mr. R. F. SHOLL: 1f a person is
compelled to state what capital he has
embarked in his business, he is not likely,
especially if he wants to sell that busi-
ness, to put down less capital than he
bas actually invested. The figures as to
the capital invested in busiesses are not,
I think, likely to prove reliable.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL: T have
no desire to rush this Bill through the
House. Those members who have read
the Bill will know that I have a complete
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answer to the wild observations of the
wewnber for the Murray, and other mem- |
bers, regarding the provision as to |
business men stating the capital em-
barked in their businesses. Clause 18
states distinctly that the information
obtained is to he used ounly for statistical
purpuses, and is to be regarded as secret
and confidentinl. So far as the statistics
published are concerned, the figures given
m the returns will he lumped together,
and the public will sce only the totals.

M=a. Georae: What do you want
it for?

Taz ATTORNEY GENERAL: I
caunot give the member for the Murray
brains to see what statistical informa-
tion is -required for. The trend of
the whole world is in the direction of
collecting statistical information, and it
cannot be a disadvaniage to do what we
find everybody else doing.

Mz. VENN: It is desirable that we
should collect these statistics in the most
effectual manner. At the present time we
labour under gredt disadvantages in
carrying out this work, and we know the
returns we get are very inaccurate. We
desire, under this Bill, to give to those
statistics that credibility and reliability
which are so desirable. T have read the
Billthrough ; but, perhaps, as other hon.
members have not done so, it might be as
well if we did not go on with the second
reading to-night. I hope the wmember
for the Murray will not press his motion.

Ture SPEAKER: The motion of the
member for the Murray was not seconded,
and it is therefore not before the House.

Question, that the Bill be read a
second time, put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

JURY ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
SECOND READING.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
S. Burt), in moving the second reading,
said: Some time ago I promised to deal
with the fees paid to jurors, as there had
been many complaints of the inadequacy
of the present fees. This is a short Bill,
which gives to jurors the amount of
railway fare instead of a mileage fee,
where they can travel by railway, and
which also generally improves the position
of jurors. 1 beg to move the second
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Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

PUBLIC HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.

SECOND READING.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAT, (Hon.
S. Burt), in moving the second reading,
said : This is simply a Bill to allow the
municipal councils to levy a health rate
of 1s. in the pound instead of threepence
in the pound. It bas been asked for by
the Perth City Council and by other
councils, to enable them to raise, for
health purposes, a rate higher than
threepence, but not exceeding one shilling.
I bog to move the second reading.

Mr. GEORGE: I have had some
conversation with the chairtnan of the
Sanitary Committee of the Perth City
Council, and he informs me that a rate
of one shilling will not be sufficient for
health purposes.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL: That
matter can be dealt with in committee.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

MOTIONS—LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On the motion of the PrEmiER, further
leave of absence for one fortnight was
granted to the member for the Murchison
{Mxr. Hooley).

On the motion of Mr. ILLINGWORTH,
further leave of absence for one fortnight
was granied to the members for Albany
{Mr. Leake), Pilbarra (Mr. Keep), and
Roebourne (Mr. H. W, Sholl).

ADJOURNMENT,

The House adjourned at 11-28, p.m.,
until next day.



